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Being intended as an Eflay towards explaining the Nature 
of the Chriſtian Religion, and opening a Way for the. 
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By an impartial Friend to ' Truth. 
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P. 4. L. 2. after the Spiritual Subſtance, add the 
Spiritual Subſtance. 
8. Bottom, for conſtitutes read conſtituted, 
55. L. 27. for the read them. 
58. L. 20. for promis'd read premis d. 
7 L. 24. for the read ye. 
96. L. 3. * Bottom, for call'd and to read ; 
call'd 9 2 and. 
P. 111. L. 26. for Uprightcouſneſs read Un 5 
righteouſneſs. . 
. 133. L. 3. N read Savour. | 
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PAR II. Crap, I. 


Saen the Chriftian Fairz. 


NM A VINO in the former Part 
1 — of this Eſſay, laid a great Streſs 


Ni. g oy upon the Efficacy of a true 


* 


ceffäry to the janQilying our 
imperfect e and rendering the ex- 
ternal Performance of Actions morally 


i God, it lee ms neediul to give a more 
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JUSTIFICATION 


* “Faith, as being a Means ne- 
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(2) 
particular Account of the Chriſtian Faith 
eſpecially if it be conſider d, that many 
great and clamorous Objections have been 
rais d againſt the Chriſtian Religion, on 
Account of the Myſteriouſneſs of the Ar- 
ticles of which it requires a Belief. And 
here I muſt take the Liberty freely to de- 
clare, that I am no ſuch Friend to My- 
ſteries, as to think it true in general, tho 
this Opinion ſeems to have crept pretty 
early into the Chriſtian Church, through 
a miſunderſtanding of the Nature of the 
Doctrine of Juſtification by Faith, that a 
Perſon's Faith is ſo much the more ac- 
ceptable to God, the more myſterious 
and incredible, as to Appearance at leaſt, 
the things are, that he believes. For Faith 
or a Belief in the true God and Governor c 
of the World, as the Object of our Wor- 
ſhip, and in his Promiſes and Declarations, 9 
can be no otherwile pleaſing to God, | 
than as it is an Acknowledgment of bis A, 
Power and Authority, his Wiſdom, his MW , 
Goodneſs or his Truth, and is a giving 
unto him the Glory due unto his Name. 
So far as our Faith anſwers ſuch end and We 


_ purpoſe, and no further, is it acceptable bi 
Pon 


8 bn the Sight of God. 


The immediate End then of a Revela- 
tion being the begetting in us a Faith in 
the Reycaler, as the Object of our Worlbip) | 

1 . it. 


(3) 
it muſt of Courſe be ſuppos'd to be in- 
tended, in 2 more eſpecial Manner, as a 
Means of pointing out to us the right Ob- 
ect of our Faith and Worſhip, to the end 
that through Faith in him our Obedience 
and Thankfulneſs may become acceptable 
unto him. It is abſurd to think that a divine 
Revelation, in ſo important a Point, was 
defign'd meerly to puzzle and perplex 
Mankind, and to confound their Under- 
| ſanding inſtead of enlightening and im- 
proving it. And indeed as to Propoſitions, 
that we can have no manner of Appre- 
henſion of in any Senſe or Meaning what- 
ſoever, they cannot be properly ſaid either 
to be believ'd or disbeliev'd by us; but yer 
ve may believe, that Propoſitions capable 
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of being underſtood by us in a lower Senſe, 


may be, and in Fact are true in a higher 
Senſe than we are capable of comprehend- 


| The Being of a God who was the Crea - 
tor of the World, and who was himſelf. 
uncreated, and had an Exiſtence not only 
before the Things that were created by 
bim, but from Eternity, even his eternal 
tower and Godhead, are things diſcover- 
ale by the bare light of Reaſon. The 
Truth of God's univerſal Providence is diſ- 
Overable in the ſame Manner. Tis true, 
ve can have no adequate Notion of Eter- 
| Eats, e. nity; 


* a9; 
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out End; and that as there never was a 
Time when God was not, ſo there never 
will be a Time when God will ceaſe to be. 


preſence can't be fully comprebended by 


_ cluded, or in which God is not in ſome 


adds throughout the whole Extent of the 
Creation, ſo that nothing is beyond the 


and rightly underſtood the Number and 
Greatneſs of their Sins, as might ealily 
| have been done from the natural Ligh; 
and Evidence of the Law of Nature being 
have concluded in general, that the true 
God and Governor of the World was 4 
of the divine Vengcance, that he was 


; puniſh Iniquity. But tho? theſc thing 


might have thus far conducted Men to the 


| ” 
vity'; but, yet we may cafily. conceive 
that God is without Beginning and with- 


In like manner, tho' the divine Omni- 
us, yet we may without Difficulty con- 
ceive, that no Place can be affign'd, from 
which the divine Preſence is entirely ſe- 
ſort Preſent, in ſuch ſort, I mean, as that 
he ſuperviſes and inſpects all Things, and 


reach of his Power, and all things arc 
ſupported and upheld by him. And had 
Men duly conſidered their own Sinfulnels, 


a divine Law, they might from thence 
God of Mercy; and might haye likewiſe 
infer'd from ſome extraordinary Examples 
God of Judgment, or a God that would 


are diſcoverable by the light of Reaſon, 
tho* Reaſon if duly us'd and improv'd 


Know- 


1 
knowledge of the true God ; yet tilt a 


divine Revelation might be very uſeful 


and expedient, as not only ſerving to point 


out more diſtinctly the true Object of our 


Faith and Worſhip, and the method of 


his Government, but as propoling ſome 


E Motives and Incitements to be- 
eve in and to obey him; as leading us 
more forcibly to the Practice oſ the Law 


of Nature not meerly as a Moral but as 
a divine Law; and as guiding us to the 
Knowledge of this important Truth, 
| viz. that no Actions, how much moral 


Goodneſs ſoever they may have in them, 
can be pleaſing and acceptable in the 
Sight of God, unleſs they proceed from 


2 true Faith in him; or that to be- 


lieve in and worſhip the true God, and 
to ſerve him in Spirit 


ment of the Law. And indeed, what- 
ever dif putes may be rais'd about the Ne- 
ceſſity or Expediency of a divine Reve- 


lation, yet if we conſider how few there 


were in the Heathen World, that were in 
fact Worſhippers of the true God; how 
far thoſe few were indebted to the Jeuoiſb 


Revelation for their Knowledge; and 


how many Worſhippers of the true God 
there were among the Fews ; and the 
Queſtion be propos'd, as concerning a 


Matter of Fact, whether the Fewiſh or 
Maſaic Revelation was of any Uſe and 
_— ci ſer vice 


d Truth, and 


him only, is the firſt and great Command- 


. 
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Have 


be eaſily apply d to the Chriſtian Revela- 


(EY 


Service to the People to whom it was 


iy God foreſaw that it would be uſeful 


unto them, and, that in caſe of no ſuch 


4 Revelation they would have been in Fact, 
as well as the Heathen, Worſhippers of 


falſe Gods and not of the True. Nor 


_ ought this to be look 'd upon as begging 
the Queſtion : For if a ſuppos'd divine 
Revelation, without determining whether 


it be really ſuch or not, was in fact highly 
uſeful to that People to whom it was 
1675 then it is evident that a really 


divine Revelation might at leaſt have been 
NN ſerviceable unto them. What I 
aid concerning the Jewiſb, may 


tion. h 


What has been revead to Mankind 
concerning the Object of their Faith and 


Worſhip, and ought to be conſidered as 
Matter of pure Revelation, is contain'd in 
the. Doctrine of the Trinity. This Doc- 


trine was very early known in the World: 
For the firſt Man that was created was a 
Worſhipper of Fehowvah Elohim; which 


Words, as they 3 an unity of God- 


head, ſo alſo a Diſtinction of Perſons, or 
as it may be otherwiſe expreſs'd, the fir! 


Man was a Worſhippet of the Creator of 


vel the Reſolution of it can have no 
anner of Difficulty in it. And certain- 
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the World : But God created the World 


the Operation of the Holy Ghoſt. Hence 


with reſpe& to the third Perſon of the Tri- 


nity it is faid, he Spirit of God mov d 
upon the Face of the Waters; Gen, 1. 2. but 
that the Lord God breathed into Man's IU. 
frils the Breath of Life, Gen. 2.7. the Lite 
of Man and of all other Creatures, being 
the effect of the Will and Counſel of the Fa- 
ther and of the Son put in Execution thro? 
the Operation of the Holy Spirit. In al- 
luſion to theſe Words of Moſes it is faid 
inthe Book of Job, the Spirit of God hath 
made me, and the Breath of the Almighty 


bath given me Life. Job 33. 4. In the 
Book of Pſalms alſo it is written, thou 


lende forth thy Spirit, they are created, 
and thou reneweſt the Face of the Earth: 
Plalm 104. 30. And in another Place, by 
the Word of the Lord were the Heavens 
made, and all the Hoſt of them by the Breath 


| of bis Mouth. 33.6. For the Holy Spirit 


is the immediate Author and Giver of 
Life ; and whatſoever the Father wills 
ls as certainly conſented to by the Son or 
Logos, and executed by him in Com- 
plance with, or in Subordination to the 
Will and Counſel of his Father, and thro* 
the Operation of the Holy Ghoſt; or in 
other Words, what is counſell'd by the 
Father, and conſented to by the Son, is as 


ey certainly effected by the Holy Spirit in 


of the Father's or. Son's {peaking or breath: 
ing. In allufion hereunto; Chriſt breath 
on his Diſciples, and ſaid unto them, receive 
ye the Holy Gh. John 20. 22. Hence 
alſo it is that God is repreſented as ſaying, 
let us make Man in our Image after our 
Likeneſs; Gen. 1. 26. which Words could 


having no Power or Ability to create Man, | 
as not being Almighty ; but this Work 
was committed by the Father to the Son, 
and putin Execution f the Son, through 


the Second Perſon is call'd the Son of God, 


firſt Power next to God the Father and of 
boundleſs Wiſdom, ſhewing forth the 
Power and Wiſdom of his Father by vo- 


the Will and Counſel of his Father, and 
effecting whatſoever the Father wills 


% 


(8) 


Com liance with the Will of the F ather 
and the Son, as if it was a neceſſary Effect 


not be ſpoken to created Angels, they 


the Operation of the Holy Ghoſt. This 
then is at leaſt partly the Reaſon, why 


the Logos, the Word, the Wiſdom and 
the Power of God, viz. becauſe he is the 


Juntarily complying in all things with 


through the Operations of the Holy Gholt, 
This alſo is one, if not the principal Rea- 
ſon, why the third Perſon of Trinity 1s 
call'd the Spirit of the Father and the Son, 
and is ſaid to proceed from both; vi. be. 
cauſe he aQs in all things in groping 
| „„ Wits 


Thi 


2h; or in Sabordioaticn td ai Will and 


— "or of wy 2 fe and of the 
bon. | 


I he br we 4 have of the Life o 
Abraham, we may find not only a Pro- 
miſe made of redeeming the World from 
din, or of blefling all Families of the Earth 
in the Seed of Idra bes; Pur plain Inti- 
mations of God's Purpoſe. to redeem the 
World: through! Means of his own Son, or 
that the Seed of Abraham, by whom the 
World was to be redeem'd, was a divine 
perſon, or one of the Elobim. For in or- 
der to the more effectually convincing | 
Abrabam of the Reality of God's Purpoſe 
to fulfill His Promiſe, and to the giving 
him a more diſtin Knowledge of the 
Power of the Perſon by whom the World 
ic Wl was to be redeem'd and the Bleſſing con- 
ker d on all Nations, three Men, or Angels 


he n human Shape appear id unto Abraham, one 
o- of whom is AN calbd by the Name of 
th Jehovah, Gen, 18. f, 2. and is acknowledged 
nd 


by Abraham to be the Judge of all the 
Earth, 28. who declar d unto him his In- 
tention of  deftroying the Cities of Sodam 
and Senden And as to the Execution 
ot this Reſolve Moſes faith, that the Lord 
rand Fire upon Sodom from the Lord out of 
lleaven; Gen. 19. 24. by which Words 
bing elſe, [ canceive, can be underſtood, 


than 


than that the Lord or Fehovah, or the Al. 


mighty God who appear*dunto Abraham 


as the Perſon by whom the World was 0 
be redeem'd, or that the Angel Redeemet 
who in human Shape appear'd unto 4brg- 
ham, in Compliance with, and in Subor- 


dination to the Will and Counſel of hi: 
Father, raind Fire upon Sodom out of 
Heaven. And as it is evident from divers 


Circumſtances; of this Narration, that both 


Abraham and Moſes the Relator were ſcn- 
ſible that the Perſon appearing unto Abra. 


ham was not the firſt or chief Perſon oſ the | 


Elobim or of the Godhead ;-ſo-it is more 


than probable, that the Command given 


to Abraham for offering up Iſaac his Son, 
was more eſpecially intended as a mean: 
of informing him in what Manner this 


Redemption ſhould be brought to paſs 
by that Perſon, who had before, in bu- 


man Shape, appear'd unto him. To thi 
agree the Words of our Saviour to the 


Jeu, your Father Abraham rejoyc'd or 


defir'd ardently to fee my Day, or the Per- 
ſon by whom, and the Manger in which 


the promis'd Bleſſing, was to be confer'd 


on all Nations; aud be ſaw it and was 
glad. John 8. 56. And when the Jews ſaid 
unto him, thou art not yet fifty Years old, 


und haſt thou ſeen Abraham? 57. Je 


ſuid unto them, verily verily I ſay unto gou, 
before Abraham was, I am; 58. the 15 
SE 25 on 


Vier — . 


CF} 


ba thar appear d to, Maſes in the Buſh be: 


into Abraham. The fame Perlon; that 
s call'd the Angel of the Lord: For it is 
him out, of Heaven, and faid unto him, 


ch thou any thing unto him: For now I know 


that thou feareſt God, ſeeing thou haſt not. 
witheld thy Son, thine only Son from me. Gen. 


han the Son of God, the Logos, the 


principal Meflenger, the Angel-Redeemer. 


1 5 . 
e The ſame Perſon that ap ear'd unto. 
„ Hrapam, appear'd alſo unto 2 aſſuring 


fe would make his Seed to multiply as the 
tars of Heaven, that he wanld give unto, 
tm the Land of Canaan, and that in his 
beſed. Gen, 26., 35 +» 


Concerning Jacob alſo we are inform's; 


ing the very ſamet hat had before appear'd. 


commanded Abrabam to offer up his Son, 
| ay not thine Hand upon the Lad, nither 


22 12. This Angel then was Zehovah, the 
Almighty God, or one of the Elim, or 
in other Words a Perſon of the Godhead ; 
but yet could not be the firſt or chief of 
the Embim as being call'd the Angel of 
the Lord, and could therefore be no other 


Angel of the. Covenant, the chief and 


im that he would perform the Oath which 
be [ware unto his Father Abraham, that 


red al] Nations of the Earth ſhould be. 


nt a Man, or Angel in human Shape 
25 E 2 wreſtled: 


1 


(12) 


wreſtled wich hint, and that this Angel ſaid 
unto him, , Nene ou no more be calld 


0 
' 


 Facob, but Hrael: Hor as a, Prince or 
W's wp haſt thou. Power with God and 
with Men, and; has prevail d; Gen. 32. 
24. 28. intimating hereby, that his Power 
or Prevalency was owing to his Faith in 
the true God, and more particularly in 
the Angel-Redeemer, or to his Faith in 
the Ange that appear'd unto him, as the 
Perſon by whom God would redcem the 
World, and confer the Bleſſing on all Na- 
tions. . And the giving him a new Name 
was a Means of confirming and ſtrengthen- 
ing this Faith in him, as was likewiſe the 
wreſtling of the Angel with him. For 


that Jacob was ſenſible that this Man or 
Angel was A God, is very evi- | 
dent. For Jacob calld the Name of the | 


Place Peniel; for he ſaid, I have. ſeen Cod 
Face to Face, and my Life is preſero d. Gen. 
32. 30. And Gad appear d unto Jacob a- 
gain, when he came out of Padan-aram ; and 
bleſſed him. Gen. 35, 9. And God ſaid un 
to him thy Name is Jacob; thy Name ſhal. 
not be calld any more Jacob, but Iſracl 
ſhall be thy Name; and he calÞPd his Name | 
Iſrael, 10. intimating hereby that he was 
the ſame Perſon, that appear'd to him at 
Peniel and bleſſed him. And God ſaid unto 
him, I am God Almighty ; be fruitful aus 
multiply, a Nation and a Company of Na. 

ne 


0 13 bÞ 


tions ſaall be of thee; and Ki ng's ſhall come. 
out of thy Loins. 11, And the Land which; 


I gave Abraham and Iſaac, to thee I will 
give it, and to thy Seed after thee will I give 


the Land. 1 2. And God went up from him, 
in the Place "where he talk'd with him, 13. 


And Jacob jet up a Pillar in the Place where 
te talk*d with him, even a Pillar of Stone; 


and be pour?d a Drink-effering tbereon, and he 


gur d Oyl thereon. 14. This Zarob ſeems to 
have done, both for a Memorial of what 
had happen'd, and by Way of acknow- 


ledging the Divinity of, and of his expreſ- 


ling his Thankfulneſs unto that Perſon 


that had appear'd unto him, tho? not ex- 


cluſively of the other Perſons of the God- 


| head, For the pouring on of Oyl in particu- 
lar ſeems to have been done by way of ac- 


knowledging that all Holineſs, as well as all 
other ſpiritual Bleſſings, and conſequently 
all Acceptance with God, is from God 
through the Operation ot his Holy Spirit. 


Hence God is ſaid to have anointed Jelus of 
Nazareth with the Holy Ghoſt, and with. 


Power. Acts 10. 38. And the keeping up. 
this Faith in God as the Giver of all Ho- 


lineſs through the Operation of the Holy | 


Spirit, ſeems to have been the Reaſon, 
why not only Kings, Prieſts and Prophets, 


butalmoſt all other Things under the Law 


which were conſecrated to the Service of 


Cod, the? they had no more than a rela- 


tive 


(4) 
tive Holineſs in them, were commanded 
to be anointed with Oy r. 


It may be obſerv'd further, that when 
Jacob was yet in the Houſe of Laban the 
Syrian, the Angel of God ſpake unto him 
in a Dream and laid; I am the God of Bethel 
obere thou anointeaſt the Pillar, and where 
thou vowedſt a Vow unto me. Gen. 31. 13. 
And with reſpect to this former Appearance 
at Bethel we are told that the Lord ſaid, 
] am the Lord God of Abraham thy Father, 
and the God of Iſaac; the Land whereon 
thou lieſt to thee will I give it, and to thy 
Seed. Gen. 28: 13. And. in thee and in 
thy Seed ſhall all Families of the Earth be 
bleſſed. 14. Now theſe things. were done 
in order to the more effectually convincing 
Jacob, that the Perſon that appear'd to 
him at Bethel in his way to Padan:aram, 
that appear'd to him afterwards in the 
Houſe of Laban the Syrian, that wreſtled 


with him at Peniel, and that appear'd to 


him a ſecond Time at Bethel, was one and 
the ſame Perſon; and that this Perſon was 
the God of his Fathers 4hraham and Iſaac, 
the uſual viſible Repreſentative of the E- 
him, and the Perſon though whom God 
had promis'd to bleſs all Nations. And thai 
lſraes Faith was agreeable hereunto, 15 
e: ident from the Bleſſing wherewith he 
bleſſed the Children of Zoſeph, wherein be 


lays, 


{ays, God before whom my Fathers Abra- 
ham and Iſaac did walk, the God which fed 
me all my Life long unto this Day, the An. 
gd which. redeem d me from all Evil, bleſs 
the Lads. Gen. 48. 15, 16. Iſrae] then 
evidently acknowledges this Angel to be 
the Almighty God, the Giver of Life and 
of all Bleſſings; but yet he could by no 
Means have ſtil'd this Perſon the Angel 
which fed him all his Life long, and re- 
deem'd him from all Evil, had he not be: 
liev'd that there was another Perſon of the 
Godhead who was the firſt and chief of the 
Elohim; and unleſs he had believ'd like- 
wife that this Angel was the Perſon thro' 
whom God had determin'd to redeem Man- 
kind, and confer the Bleſſing on all the Fa- 
milies of the Earth. And I preſume it 
will eaſily be granted that J/raeP's Faith 
was the ſame with that of his Fathers; or 
that the God of Abraham, the God of Iſaac, 
and the God of Jacob, was one and the 
lame Gl. A 


Ia the Relation of God's Appearance to 
Moſes in a Flame of Fire in a Buſh, it is 
fad, that God calld unto him out of the midi 
of the Buſh, and ſaid, I am the God of thy 
Fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of 
llaac, aud the God of Jacob; Exod. 3. 6. 
and yet we are juſt before told, that the Au- 
gel of the Lord appear'd unto Moles in a 


Flame 


Flame of Fire. 3. This Perſon then that 
tore the Name of Jehovab, and yet is 
call'd by Mo/es' the Angel of Jehova, 


could be no other, in the Opinion of Moſes, 


than the true God; and yet had he look 
upon him as the Origin of all Power and 
Authority, or the firſt and chief of the 
Elohim, he could in nd wiſe have call'd 
him the Angel ef Zehovah. Nor is it leſs 
evident that the ſame Perſon, that appear'd 
to Moſes in a Flame of Fire, gave the 
Law alſo upon Mount Sinai. It appears 
then, that in the Opinion of Moſes, there 
were more Perſonhs than one in the God- 
head ; or that the God of Moſes, or the 
Object of his Worſhip and Adoration was 
not one in fuck a Senſe as excluded all 


0 


Diſtindtion of Perſons: |! | 


_ When Joſhua was by Jericho, the ſaw a 
Man over againſt him, with his Sword draws 
in bis Hand: And Joſhua went unto him, and 
ſaid unto him, art thou for us, or for our 


_ Adverſaries? Joſh. 5. 13. And he ſaid, Nay, 


but as Captain of the Hat of the Lord ai 


Ino come, And Joſhua fell on bis Face ts 
the Earth, and did worſhip, and ſaid unt 


bim, what ſaith my Lord unto bis Servant? 
4. And the Captains of the Lord's Hoſt ſuid 


unto Joſhua, looſe thy Shoe from off thy 
Foot, for the Place whereon thou ft andi 
#5 holy; 15. intimating hereby that he mY 


; 


1 1 lets nn 


Ea 
the ſame Perſon that appear'd unto: Moſes 
in a Flame of Fire, and. conſequently the 
ſame Perſon that had promisd to give the 
Land of Canaan, for a perpetual Poſſeſſion 
to the Seed of Abrabam, and that he who 
made the Promiſe would even now fulfill 
it; and Foſbua, by way of expreſſing the 
utmoſt Reſpett and U eee towards 
him, did as he was commanded. 921 


ofthe Lord came up from Giſgul to Bochim, 


aud faid, I have made gu to go. up out of 
WH Egypt and have brought you unto the Land 


which I ſware unto your Futhers; and 
I ſaid, I will never breat my Covenant 
orb Hou. Judges 2. 1. Theſe words ſuf - 
fciently ſhew, that this Angel was the 
ame Perſon that made a Covenant with 
» WH their Fathers, and ſware unto Abraham, 
lac and Jacob, to give the Land of Ca- 
aan for a Poſſeſſion to their Poſterity. 
When the 1/raelites were in Diſtreſs, the 
Angel of the Lord appeared unto Gideon, 


2 ] 
„ ad yet it is ſaid afterwards of the ſame 
” Per fan i Than the Lord ſaid fuch and fuch 
2 Wings unto him. Judges 6. 12, 14. And 
1 WH ez Gideon perceiv'd that be was the 


Ange! of the Lord, he ſaid, alas, O Lord 
bod; for brcauſe ] have ſeen the Angel of 
tre Lord Face to Face. 22. And the Lord 

; 1 ſaid 


ſaid keto: him, Payee: be unto-thee, fear mt, 
thou ball not dis. 24. Then Sen built 
an Altar there unto the Lord, and call'd it 
Fehovab-Shatom.; Hence it ats 8 | 


the Cit 


08) 


dently, that Gideon knew that is Ang 


was Fehouah the Redee mer, the Dink 5 8 
Peace, or the ſame Perſon that had before 
frequently appęar 


earcd to his Fathers in the 
Form of a Man or Angel, and through 
whom the Iſraelites expected that God 
would in / due Time redeem them from all 


. ee and from _—_ dins. 


iht Kg add I Cab of che Ap- 

"Sf the Angel to Maniab and his 

77 Bat ſince it may be eaſily known 
An What I have already ſaid, and from 
reumſtances:of the ſtory, who this 
Angel was, and what the Opinion of Ma- 


noab was concerning him, 1 wall not en- 
large upon it. e 


This e e * WE in the God- 


head, and the peculiar Office of the Second 


of theſe Perſons, and the Neceflity of be- 


1 in him and of worſhipping him, is 


exprels'd with ſufficient Plaineſs in the Book 
of Pſalms, and in the Writings of the 
Prophets. This may appear with / reſpect 
to the Pſalms from the following Paſliges. 


The Angel of the Lord encampeth round about 


them bog tear bim, and delivereth them. 
| Palms 


(69 


and ye per iſh from the Hay, when his Wrath 
is indied ht? a ith: Bleſſed are all they 
that put-their Truſt in him. 2. 12. The Lord 
ſaid unto my Lord, fit thou on my right 
Hand, until I make thine Enemies thy Foot - 


can be made, unleſs one Perſon of the 
Godhead or Ehohim be ſuppos'd to ſpeak to 
another Perſon of the Godhead, or Elohim 
diſtinct from himſelf. And it is evident 
that the Perſon ſpeaking is here conſider'd 
25 the Fountain of all Power and Authority, 


esche Firſt and Chief of the Elohim ; and 
4 that the Perſon ſpoken to is the very 
: ſame, as was mention'd in the fore- 
WH coing Paſſages, or that he is Jehovah, the 
8 


Kedeemer, the Son of God, the Perſon by 
whom the Promiſe was made to Abrabam, 
Iſaac and Jacob, which was confirmed to 


David and his Seed. a Perſon whom all 


m oblig'd to kiſs or to reverence, to wor- 
dip 11 to fear, and in whoſe Goodneſs, 
Power and Promiles, all are commanded 
to put their Truſt. This Perſon is call'd in 
the Writings of the Prophets the King of 
I'rael, the Holy One of 1/7 ae, the Saviour 


1 and Redeemer of V ael, the mighty one 


of Jacob. But yet the Son can in no wiſe 
de luppos'd to be the King of J/raet, and 
heir Redecmer, any more than he can be 


es. 
ous 


pfalms 34. 7. Kiſs the Son, Ieſt he be angry» 


fool. 110. 1. Of this laſt Paſſage no Senſe 


4 
ſuppos d to be Zehovah or God excluſively 
of the Father; theſe Titles belonging pri- 
marily and eminently to the Father. For 
as there is a Diſtinction of Perſons, fo : ſo 
is there a Unity of Godhead. Jehovah 
our God is one Jchovah. Deu. 6. 4. Hence 
it is, that more Perſons than one are in- 
troduc'd, in the Writings of the Prophet 
{/aiah, as ſpeaking under the Character of 
one God; as in the following Paſlages, 
I am the Lord, and there is none elſe; there 
45 n God befdes- me. Iſaiah 45. 5. Thu: 
| faith the Lord that created the Heavens, 
God himſelf that form*d the Earth and mad: 
it, be bath eftabliſh'd it, he created it not in 
vain, he Formed it to be inhabited, I am th: 
Lord and there is none elſe. 18. Thus ſaith 
the Lord the King of Iſracl, and bis Redte- 
mer the Lord of Hoſts, Tam the firſt, and I 
am the laſt, and beſides me there is no God, 
Itaiah 44. 6. By the former Words of this 
_ laſt Paſſage the Father is evidently to be 
underſtood, and by the next the Son, or the 
Perſon: by whom God had determin'd to 
redeem Mankind, and theſe two ſpake by 
the Mouth of the Prophet through the O- 
peration of the Holy | Ghoſt; and conſe- 
quently the Holy Ghoſt 1pake allo by the 
Mouth of the fone Prophet. And cel 
. tainly, according to the general and pro- 
per way of ſpeaking, the three Perſons art 
: 45 one God, one ce of the World, 
DIRE ; obe 
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one Jehovah, one Saviour, one Redeemer, 
one Creator, one Preſerver, one Sanctifier, 


whatſoever is the Act of either of - the 


three Perſons being virtually the Act of 


the two other Perſons alſo. But the Fa- 
ther is the Head and Fountain of all Power 
and Authority, or Firtt and Chief of the 
Elohim, as well as the original Author of 
all Holineſs, of Life, Wiſdom, and all o- 
ther Bleſſings; nor does the Son himſelf 
think it unbecoming his Perſon, to call 
him by the Mouth of his Prophets, and 
through the Operation of the Holy Ghoſt, 
his God. Thus in the Book of 1/azah the 
Son is introduc'd as ſaying, I have labour'd 
in vain, I have ſpent my Srength for nought, 
and in vain; yet ſurely my Fudgment is 
with the Lord, and my Work with my God. 
llaiah 49. 4. Tho" Iſrael be not gathered, yet 
ſpall T be glorious in the Eyes of the Lord, 
and my Go fall be my Strength. I The 
Prophet proceeds; and be ſaid, (what fol- 
lows is evidently ſpoken in the Perſon of 
the Father) it is a light Thing that thou 
ſhouldeſt be my Servant to raiſe up the Tribes 
of Jacob, and to reftore the preſerv'd. of 
lrael ; I will alſo give thee for a Light to 
the Gentiles, that thou mayſt be my Salva- 
ton unto the Ends of the Earth. 6. This is 
plainly declaring that the Son of God, 
through the Counſel of his Father, or 


through a voluntary Obedience to his Fa- 


+: ther. 


(2) 


thber's Will, would redcem all Nations; or 
that the Father would redeem all Nations 

through ſuch voluntary Submiſſion of his 

Son. And tho' this Submiſſion was not 


actually made by the Son, till ſuch Time 
as he had actually ſuffter'd; yet it is evident 
that there was a Promiſe made long before 
the Time of it's Performance, (which was 


the fame Submifion as to Will and Con- 


ſent) of thus ſubmitting in Fact, at the 
Time 1 by the Father. And cer- 
tainly this was as great an Acknowledg- 
ment of the Father's Authority, or of his 


being the Fountain of all Power and Au- 
thority or Firſt and Chief of the Eoin, 


as could be made at that Time. To this 
Purpoſe it is ſaid in the Book of Pſalms, 


*Sacrifice and Offering thou didſi not diſire, 


mine Ears haſt thou open'd ; Burnt-efering 
and Sin-offering haſt thou not requir'd. Pal. 


40. 6. Then ſaid J. Lo, J come; in the . 


lume of the Book it is written of me. J. 1 
deligbt to do thy Will, O my God; yea, 
thy Law is within my Heart. 8. It may 
not be improper to obſerve, that there is 
a plain Intimation, in theſe Words, of his 


coming into the World in order to obtain 


Remiſſion of Sins for us through the Sacr!- 


fice of himſelf ; ſeeing this End, through 


Means of other Sacrifices, could not be ob- 


tain'd. But on the other Side, though the | 
Son is acknowledg'd by the Father thro' | 


the Mouth of his Prophets to be God, 


= 


©: 23 ) 
yet he is no Where acknowled edgy by him to. 
be is ain any Denſe wh dever. 34 


W hat I hate ad may, I wende ſafs 
iciently prove, that there was an eſpecial 
Care taken for keeping up a Belief in the 
Jewiſh Church of a Diſtinction of Perſons. 
in the Godhead, and of a Subordination 
of thoſe Perſons to each other, with Re- 
ſpect to the Creation and Government of. 
the World; and that this Doctrine did pre- 
vail, and was actually taught as the com- 
mon Doctrine in the ancient Fewiſh | 
Church, I ſhall occed therefore to con- 
der what is aid in the Old Teftament 

emed, the Holy Spirit. And 


1. The Holy Spirit 5 is ſpoken of in the 
Old Teſtament as the Creator of the World. 
gut of this I have taken e ed Notice 
_ 


2. As os Cr af all Wiſdom a 
3 as the Revealer of future E- 
vents, and Author of all Prophecy. Hence 
we find, that ſometimes, even falle;/Pro» 
phets i ro to be inf By by the Holy 
. of God. 


No Asthe Author and Givenof Strength, 
Courage and Reſolution. Thus it is taid, 
that the Spirit * the Lord came upon Gideon; J 


” udge3 


C 


n 6. 34. -:Zbbt the: Spirit of the Lord 
began ta move — al Times in tbe Camp 


of Dan, between Zorah and Eſhtaol; 4 ih. 
25. that the Spirit of: the Lord cant mightily 


upon him, and the Cords that were oo 57 


Arms became as Flax that was \burnt with 
Fire, and his Bands loog'd. from off bis Hands, 
18. 14. And agreeably hereunto: it is ſaid, 


tbat the pinit of the Lord departed from 


Saul, and an evil! Spirit rom the Lord 
en bun. 1. Samuel 16. dice | 


wa er ce yy Giver of all Ho. 


Heels To this Pur poſe it is ſaid, I vill put 


my Spirit wirbin zou, and cauſe you to walk 
in my Statutes, and ye ſhall keep my Fudg- 
ments and do them. Eze. 36. 27. Hence ſuch 


as relinquiſh the Worſhip of the true God 


and Governor of the World are ſaid to re. 
bel, and vex God's Holy Spirit; Iſaiah 63, 


10, and in the ſame Senſe God ſaid, that 


bis. Spirit ſhould not {Rm grew with 


Max. Gen. 6. 3. 


"gs This Spirit is ap, as every 
where preſent, giving Life to all Crea- 
tures, Preſerving them, and carry ing on 


the Works of Providence. (1) From this | 


Doctrin miiunderſtood of the Spirit's per- 


vading all e 11 . ſo ſpeak, 


ng. 
by See Fizunes 159. 7. 104- 30. 


giving 


ID 


(25) Nos 


x 


giving, Life to. all Creatures, and actiag 


roughout the Extent of the Unive ſe, 
was probably deriy'd the Notion of ſome 
Philoſophers "conceraing the Sayl af the 


It is evident then, that Care was con- 
ſtantly taken to keep up in the ancient 


Zewiſþ Church, a Belief of a Trinity of 
| Perſons in the Godhead; and that ſach 
Faith preyail'd in that Church, Natwith- 


ſtanding its being ſaiq in the Law of Moſes 
ear, 4 ; Iſraęl, the Lord our God f 15 Pla 


Lord, pr Jehovah our Cod is one Jehovah. + 


Deut. 6. 4. And indeed, theſe Wards ſeem 
evidently to be ſpoken in Oppoſitian to the 


| Worſhip of a Plurality of Gods of limited 


Power ang Authority ; qr to that, Kind of 
Worſhip. that prevail'd among the Hea- 
then, To the ſame Purpoſe it is ſaid hy 
the Prophet Zechariah, and the Lard ſhall 


be King. over all t he Earth; in tpat Day 


ſhall there be one Lord, and his Name One; 


| Zec. 14. 9, Whereby the Praphet meins, 
that then Fehovab or the Lord, who hath 


the ſole Right af Dominion over all, will 


18 in Fact to be the ſole Governor qver 
21] 


the Ea'th, and be receiv'd among his 


Subjects both Tews and Geuliles as the | 
| only God and Lord, reigning. and being 


made the Object of Worſhip without a 
Riyal among all Nations. He will be 
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One in Oppoſition to any different Gods, 

1 Governor; but will not be acknowledge 
to be One in ſuch a Senſe as excludes all Pi- 
be granted, that the Objed 
among all Nations, after the Union of the | 


M Fewih and Geatife Church, or after the 
more general Converſion of the Jews and 


Coun 


© Father, 


£36) 


ſtinction of Perſons. For I 13 it will 
of Worſhip 


2 


all other Nations, will be the very ſame as 


 Tſaac and Jacob, and of the ancient Jews; 


and conſequently, that the Unity will be 
one and the ſame Unity, and be acknoy- 
ledg'd as ſuch. As this Unity then will 


be acknowledg'd to be conſiſtent with a Di- 
ſtinction of Perſons, ſo the Diſtinction of 
Perſons will be acknowledg'd to be not in- 

_ conſiſtent with the Unity ot Godhead; nor 


will it imply that thereare more Gods and 


Governors of the World than one. For it | 
_ ſufficiently appears, that according to che 
Doctrine of the ancient Jewiſh Church, the 
Father is the Fountain and Origin of all 


Power and Authority, or Firſt and Chief of 
the Elabim, who created the World by the 


Logos, and thro the oa pt chr 
| 0 


Spirit; that the Son or Logos, who is al 


'A . need the World through the 
el, in Subordination to, and through a 


voluntary Compliance with the W ill of his 
through rhe Operation of 17 1e. 
e e 15 | 5, all 3 
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Ghoſt; and that the Holy Ghoſt, who is 
likewiſe Almighty, as is evident from his 
creative Power, did in Fact create the 
World through the Counſel, in Subordi- 

nation to, and through a voluntary 
Compliance with the Will both of the 
Father-and the Logos. In like Manner 

the Father is the Fountain of all Wiſdom, 

and yet the Son is the Logos or univerſal 
Reaſon of which Mankind are all Par- 


takers, or, according to St. Fobn's Ex- 
preſſion, the true Light, which ligbteth 
cuery Man that cometh into the Mor ld, Juha 

1. 9. and for this Reaſon among others is 

| all'd the Lagos; and the Holy Spirit a. ſo 

ib the Author and Giver of all Wiſdom , 
and Knowledge, the Father being the 
Giver of all Wiſdom by the Son, and 
through the Operation of the Holy Gho't. 

la this Senſe there was but one God of the 
Jeu, but one ObjeR of their Worſhip, 
| who was acknowledg'd to be the Creator 

and Preſerver of all Things, the Giyer of 
all Bleſſings, and ſole Governor over all 
r e 


But in ſaying the Son executed the Will 
1008 of the Father through the Operation of 
nc the Holy Ghoſt, 1 wou'd not be thought 
o mean that the Son did nothing in avcient 
Times in his own Perſon. For he perſonally 
ippear'd to the Patriarchs and other Men; 
Krlonally promis'd to Abraham, that in 
11 . e his 


krkfectual to the End, for which it was in- 


. Holy Ghoſt alfo ; and conſequently, 28 
| this Promiſe and Oath were made by the 


M 3+ Tg 
| His Sced all Families of the Earth ſhould he 
bleſted; and perſonally exhibited his Glory 
upon Mount Sinai, and gave the Law hy 
the Miniſtration of Angels. My Mean- | 
ing then is, that according to the general 
Occonomy, what was will'd by the Father, 
and conſented ti by the Son, was executed 
by the Holy Ghoſt, And even ſuch Things 
as were done immediately by the Second 
| Perſon, were not done without the Conſent 
of the Third; and therefore in fuch Caſes 
the Son ated as Repreſentative of the two 
other Perſons. To this I may add, tha: 
What was done by the Son, was render'd 


rendeds through the Operation of the Holy 


And as a Promiſe was perſonally made 

of bleſſing all Families of the Earth by 
the Son, the beſi-beloved of the Father and 
the Power immediately next to the Father; 
as this Logos was the very Perſon by whom 
the Redemption was promis'd to be effec- 

ted ;; as this Promiſe was confirm'd by Oath; 
and what was done by the Son or Logos, 
Was virtually done by the Father and the 


Father alſo and the Holy Ghoſt, and con- 
firm'd aſterwards ſeveral Times by the Fa- 
ther and Son through the ag Gholt 

whe 1 7..7, Jpeaking 


. | 
foraking by the Mouth of the Prophets _ 
bif we befiens that a Redemption has been 
actually effected, we muſt of Conſequence 
believe it to have been brought to paſs by 
the Father through Means of the Logos or 
Angel-Red: emer, and through the Opera- 
tion of the Holy Ghoſt. The Logos then 
or Son of God, or Angel-Redeemer; the 
ſame Perſon that appear'd to the Patri- 
archs, to Moſes, to. Fofpua, to Gideon and 
to Manoah; the ſame Perſon that rain'd 
down Fire upon Sodom and Gomorrah from 
the Lord out of Heaven, and gave the Law 
upon Mount Sinai; the ſame Perſon that 
was in the Beginning, and was with God, 
and was God, John 1. 1. by whom and 
through the Operation of the Holy Spirit 
the Father or God eminently and empha- 
tically ſo called made the World, when 
the Fulneſs of Time was come which was 
appointed of the Father, took upon him hu- 
man Fleſh; was incarnate through the O- 
Fang of the Holy Ghoſt of the Virgin 
Mary, and dwelt or tabernacled in a Body 
of corruptible Fleſh among us. He came 
unto his own, unto Creatures that he him» 
elf, through the Operation of the Holy 
Ghoſt, had made, and his own receiv'd him 


' 
= 


t. John 1. 11. But as many as receiv'd bin, 


to them gave he Power to become the Sons of 
God, even to them that believe dn bis Name 
i2, which were Lorn, not of Blood; nor of © 


* 
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| 1 15 Will of the. Fleſh, ur of 1 as Will of 
Va, bet of God; 13. which are the Song 
| of God, not as being 

das according to = Fleſh, but as havi 


don and Remiſſion 
baving their Hearts puri y'd through Faith 


. 


ruptible human Body, put himſelf under 
= a Petit! of ſuffering ; or according to 


all Time, eternal, inviſible, for our ſakes 
was made vi 


all Manner 7 Ways. 7 our. aluation. lg- 
Form of God, Te he was by nature Al- 


tho be was the Perſon by whom and thro 
the Operation of the Holy Spirit God 


and for whom all Things were eee 
that are in Heaven and that are in Earth, 


Powers, and by whom and through the 


. 


the Children of Abra. 


h Chriſt a full pas 
all their Sins, and 


abtain'd of God thr 


in the true God, to which they are led 
the 1 and Op 3 of 
y Spirit of God. He who was b 

Nature a pure Spirit, and as ſuch pg 7 
ſible or incapable of Suffering, by becom- | 
ing incarnate, and taking upon him a cor- 


the Language of Inatius, be who is above 


13 1 and impaſſible, 
was for us ſubjected to Sufferings ; enduring 


natius to Polycarp Tho? he was in the 


mighty and co-eternal with the Father; 


made the Worlds, the Perſon by whom 
viſible and inviſible, whether they be 
Thrones or Dominions, or Pao malice or 


cho a: the Holy Spirit all Things 
ſubſilt , 


(3 TH 5 
TY yet he did Nog greedily was AY 
bitioully effect an Equality with God; but 
made tirmfelf of no Reputation, took upon 
him the Form of a Servant, and was made 
in the 'Likeneſs of Man. (1) As he in- 
creagd in Stature, he ſhew'd more . 
more manifclt Signs of more than ordi- 
nary Wiſdom, and during bis Office ex- 
bibiced; m Subordination to the Will of 
his Father and through the Operation of 
the Holy Ghoft, many Inftances of a di- 
vine Power; and actualty carried on the 
Works of Providence both in Heaven and 
Farth, in Subordination to his Father's 
Will, "through the Operation of the ſame 
Spirit. To this Purpoſe our Saviour ſays, 
and no Man bath aſcended up to Heaven, 
but he that came down from Heaven, even the 
15 of Man which is in Haven. John 3. 1 
An worketh hitherto, and I Lor. | 
Ta .T7. The Son can dy nnr fung of = 
TY ut what be ſeeth the Father do; for 
whatſoever he doeth, theſe alſo Averh wy A 
likewiſe ; 19. the Father acting as I have 
Wy before explain'd it, by the Son and yoo 
de Operation of the Holy Ghoſt ; or the 
don in through the op eration of rhe 
Holy G oft, the rern 24 of his Fa- 
ther's Will. Hence the following Ex- 
prefſions of our Sayiour may. be « 6a h un. 


| 61 ban. 6,7. Heb ent u 6,7 4 
. NES terſtood, 


** * 9 . 1 


_ ferflood, I and my Father are one. Jolin 
10. 30. He that bath ſeen me, hath ſcen the 
Father. 14. 9. The Father that dwelleth in 
me, be doeth the Works. 10. Tamin the Fa- 
ther,. andthe Father in me, 11. My Futher 

ig greater than J. 28. And as in the Old 
E . the Perſon, by whom the 
World was to be redeemed, is called the 
1 Angel or Meſſenger; ſo in the New Tef- 
tament there is frequent Alluſion thereuntq. 
3 | 1 proceeded forth, ſaith our Saviour, and came 


| from God; neither came 1 of myſelf, but be 
| ent me. John 8. 43. I have nat ſpoken of 
|  myjelfs, but the Father which. ſent me, be 


* 


gave me a Commandment, what 1 ſhould{ay, 
and what I ſhould ſpeak. John 12, 49, 


The Logos then or Angel-Redeemer, 
3 in Faſhion as a Man, humbled 

himſelf; fo far ſuſpended and laid aſide his 

divine Power, in Compliance with his Fa- 

ther's Will, as to become voluntarily obedient 

unto Death, even the Deathof the Croſs. Phil. 

2. 8. For the Son being Almighty, the 

Father can't. be {uppos'd to have any com- 
pulſive Power or Authority over hin, 
And as this was the greateſt Act of Sub- 
miſſion that could poſſibly be made to his 

. © Father's Will, on which Account, he may 

. Be ſaid to have been made perfect through 
S!yferings; Heb. 10. ſo he hereby ſhew'd 
in the higheſt Degreę, his perfect Ac: 

e Ten Wk quieicency ge 


r AAA . -.. ae. 


Pay” 


Holy Spirit, and 


* . 
neſcence in the Method of his Fathers 
ernment; and manifeſted, in the higheſt 
conceivable Manner, the Wiſdom and Good- 
neſs of it. And hereby was his own Wiſdam 
and Goodneſs full diſplayed alſo, he bein 
Governor of- the Uicver e in Union with 
the Father, to whom, in the laſt Reſult, 


Father, tho? under no Manner of natural 


and through whom, and to whom are all 


Son be ſaid to be the Brightneſs or Efful 


cy of his Father's Glory, and the expreſs * 
Image of 4 


his Perſon, Heb. 1. 3. 
Noe can the Redemption be ſuppoe'd, 
without the concurrent Operation of the 


N For Chriſt was conceiy'd in 
the Womb through the Operation of the 


the Holy Spirit Was 


that he form'd himſelf in the Womb, and 
taisꝰd himſelf from the Dead, according to 


the Will and Counſel of the Father, thro! 


the Operation of the Holy Spirit; or that 
the Father form'd him in the Womb, and 
tais d him from the Dead through the O- 
feration of the ſame Spirit, It may he ob. 

. 8 ſery q 
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al the Glory and Honour redounds, (he 
Son aRting in Subordination to, or in Com- 
pliance with che Will and Counſel of the 
Necellity of complyingtherewith)of whom, 


Things. | Moſt juſtly therefore may the 


in any wiſe, to have been brought about, 


h the Operation af 
e raisd from the 
Dead; tho? it may be ſaid in other Words, 
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fery'd Fatheh, chat FM Cho makes 
the Rederprion'pirdhfs% by 
come effectual t tp dur Salt, ation; 
ing in 08 1888 Paith'; a 05 i! a by" 


in Conſeq| e "there 
Peace ati 3 A ae, wy 2601 0. os 
2 & 51: 97, radw oo 196 -- 
But as th 1 Thinks" out of 
a lch Compliance wirkt the Will of 
is Father, 10 the Elo Spirit acts out of 
4 1 olantary,” not ford Compliance, with 
; 7111 Both” the Father and the Son, | 
eicher of "whom 
Power and nthority over 


' hath” any. compul live 

A mm. Agrecably 

"hereunto ani towWHnat I have before aſſerted 
our Saviour, Hih, it 25" expedient for you 
that I go away * 57 If Tb wot away, the 
Comforter will not come, untg ou ; but if 1 


depart, I will ſend him unto J. John. 16.7 „ 
He ſhall: 77% me ;"for he fſhaltreceive Ml: 
mine, ant hall e it Unto. Dou. 14. A. th 


things that the Father hath, are mine; there: 
fore" ſaid. I, that he Val take of mine, and 
ſhall ſhew' 1 it unto you.” 15. But when the 
Comforter 15 come, hom 7 will ſend unto is. 

youfrom the Father, even the Spirit of Pu [ib 
*wohich proceedeth from the" Fatber, he ſha He 
ei of me. 15. 26. But the Comforter che 
Dh ig the Holy Ghoſt, whom the Hatte tei 
will ſend in my Name, he Pail reach 4 al pre 
3 26. Bl lis vb 


Te 


£35) 
Nac then hath. redęem'd Us, eng 
WS TE ent 2 955 5 


cad with the e Wil by 5 Faber; 


and makes thi Redemption efleQualt to our 
Clvation by De 1 all ſpiritual. Gifts 
ok us t rough rk en of the Holy 


bellows all Rd leſſings upon us, in 
Compliance with, and in Subordination to 
the 10 both oY the Father, and the Son. 
And in like Manner, as have before ob- 
 ferv'd, the Father hath created us by the 
Means of the Sen, and through the Ope- 
bt the Holy Ghoſt, The F. Der then . 
is Almigh 80 1 Son is Almig „ and 
the Hol Ghoſt 18 Almighty. be F cher 
-s 2 the Son is eternal, and the Hol 

n Ghoſt is eternal. The Father is 1 i 
we the Son is uncreated, and the Holy Ghoſt 

1:0 uncreated. The Father is incomprehen- 
«6 ible, the Son i is incompreher ſible, and the 
ball Holy Gholt is incomprehepfible; and yer 
ter tho! chere are chree . three E- 
e tcrnals, three uncreated and three Incom- 
prehenſibles, it is very manifeſt that chere 
5s but one God, or that the three Perſons 
u the Godhead confider'd : as the Object of 


The 5 88 F 2 our 


Spirit. yo f. 155 lanctifies us, or 


our Faith and Worſhip, of our Obedience 
and Thankfulnefs, are inſeparably One; ſo 
that the believing in, and paying any Ag 
of Worthip and Adoration to either of the 
three Perſons under his proper Character, 
muſt of Neceſſity include the believing in 
and paying an AR of Worſhip and Adora- 
tion to the other two. Nor indeed is either 
of the three Perſons, any otherwiſe than in 
Union with the other two, Creator and 
Supreme Governor over all Things. Ty 
us therefore there is but one God the Fa. 
ther, to whom as the Firſt and Chief of 
the Elobim, or as the Fountain of all Power, 
_ Wiſdom and Authority, are all Things, 
and we to him, or more eminently to 
his Honour and Glory; and one Lord Feſu; 
 Chrift, by whom are all Things, and we by 
Him, 1. Cor. 8. 6. 3 the Operation 
of the Holy Spirit. is is thetrue Cod, 
and Faith in him is the only Means of ob- 
taining eternal Life. 


It muſt needs be deem'd a Matter of the 
utmoſt Importance to be rightly acquainted 
with, and duly to know the true God and 
Governor of tne World; fo far, I mean, 
as that we may be enabled, through ſuch 
Knowledge, to be duly thankful unto him, 
and to give unto him the Honour due unto 
his Name. The Want of this Knowledge, 
and the not being duly thankful and 
e ISS reſpectful 


3 


gainſt the ancient Iraalites, and of the ſe- 


vereſt Punifhments jinflicted upon them. . 
The chief Occafion of theſe divine Pro- 
ceedings, conſider d as Tokens of God's 
Diſpleafure, was not the Immorality of the 
Traclites; but their not honouring the 


true God as Creator and ſole Governor of 
the World ; their not duly acknowledging 
his Power and Authority, his Holineſs, 
his Goodneſs, and his Truth. I js Peo- 
ple, faith he, 7hat do err in their Heart, 


and they have not known my Ways. Unto 


them I ſware in my Wrath, that they ſhould 
not enter into my Reft, Plal. 95. 10, rr. 
Nor does any Thing ſeem more needful at 
this Time, when divine Revelation is de- 
cried as a thing entirely uſeleſs by the E- 
nemies of Chriſtianity, and the preſent 


Growth of Infidelity is imputed, even by 
ſome of its pretended Friends, to the 


Teachers and Maintainers of the Doctrine 
of the Trinity, than to ſet that Doctrine 


in its true and proper Light ; to remove 


the Objecttions againft the Nereſſity of be- 
lieving it, drawn from the ſuppos'd My- 


ſterioulneſs of it; to ſhew that the true Ob- 

je& of our Worſhip, the true Object of our 

Faith, Obedience and Thankfulneſs, the 

Method of his pee and the true 
oy 


Means of being accepted by him, (which 


telpectful in Conſequence thereof, was the 
Cauſe of God's loudeſt Excla een 1 
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World, and the Inſufficiency. of all human 


with ſufficient Clearneſs, 
pointed out to us in Scripture; and by Con- 
leqvence to ſhew the Expedience and Uſe- 
fulneſs of a divine Revelation. But tho 

| haye proceeded herein with the utmoſt Can. 
dor, having at my firſt ſetting out been at. 
tach'd to no particular Scheme whatioever, 
but reſolving with myſelf impartially to 
ſearch after Truth without regard to Sec 
or Party, and to be Jerapenin'd by the ſole 
Evidence of the Caſe, and have faithfull; 
and ſincerely adher'd to my firſt Reſolu- 
tion; yet I am very ſenſible, ſince it has 
always ſo happen'd in Caſes of the like 
Nature, that great Offence will, by ſome 
Men, be taken; eſpecially fance I have 
found myſelf ablig'd to recede from ſome 
almoſt generally receiv'd Tenets of the 
_ Chriſtian Church. But I deſire that it may 

bo carefully obſery'd and conſider'd, that 

15 1 Doctrine of the Chriſtian Church, 

ut only from. the more generally recciv'd 

Interpretation of that Doctrine, or rather 
from the Additions made to the Doctrine 
that was originally taught in the Church 
of Chriſt; chat Fra eas no wile de. 
gend upon Deciſions and Determinations of 
MFR 90% e Py any 8g 
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diyvine*Commiſſion.; that ſuch 


4bly to the Rules of right 


to be pteferid before all human Determi- 


nations whatſdever. I can't think then, 


that any Man is reſtraind by ſuch Deciſions 


from examining, with due Humility and 
Sitcerity, into the Nature of the Chriſtian 
Religion, and of the Chriſtian Faith, upon 
2 right Knowledge whereof his eternal 
Salvation is ſupposd to depend. Beſides, 
nothing is more common than to hear ſuch 
People, as are moſt likely to be offended, 


: talk of Chriſtianity as it exiſted in its pri- 
miti ve Simplicity, and as of a Religion then 


adapted to the Capacities of the Vulgar. 
Thave atleaſt then the Pleaſure of obſerv- 


ing, that Chriſtianity, even according to 


cheir own Confeſſion, has been greatly miſ- 
| I preſume farther that it will 


| repreſented. +1 p - 
WU beacktowiledgtd, char the Form of Bap 
aim was the real Original of all Creeds, 
and that chere can be no other Way of find- 


| State of the Chriſtian Religion at its firſt E- 
contain'd in the Form of Baptiſm ; and by 


| a3] poſſibly may be, to its primitive ac - 
5 ; knowledg'd 


# 


haye no farther Authority, than they are 
conſiſtent with Scripture interpreted agree- | 
that Schi pture and Reaſon therefore ought 


ing out and diſeovefing to others, what 
Chriſtianity is, than by examining into the 


ſtabliſnment; than by explaining what is 


endeavouring ta reſſore Chriſtianity, as far 


5 


knowledge d Simplicity. But in order more 
fully to ſhew my Reaſons for receding from 
ſome of the more generally receiv'd Te- 
nets of the Chriſtian Church, and that as 
little Offence as poſſibly may be given, | 
ſhall propoſe ſome Qyeries and Obſerva- 
tions concerning the Doctrine of the Tri- 
nity, and Incarnation of Chriſt Jeſus. 


1, Lask then, whether a pure ſpiritual 
intelligent Subſtance, and a pure ſpiritual 
Perſon, are not really one and the fame | 
Thing? For indeed otherwiſe, there muſt | 
be either a pure ſpiritual intelligent Sub- 
ſtance, which is not a pure ſpiritual Per- 
ſon ; or elſe a pure ſpiritual Perſon, which 
is not a pure ſpiritual intelligent Subſtance. WI £ 
1 muſt own, that a pure ſpiritual intelli- | 
gent Subſtance is different, as to our Con- 5 
ceptions, from a pure ſpiritual Subſtance, k 
as having the Idea of Intelligence annex'd F 
to that of a pure ſpiritual Subſtance, tho x 
it can't well be conceiv'd, that there 7 
ſhould be in Fact a pure ſpiritual Subſtance ¶ d 
which is not alſo intelligent. Thus much WM «: 
however is certain, that all that is material Wl $; 
in the preſent Enquiry concerns the Reality WI |: 
of Things, and not the bare Manner ol 


our conceiving them. 


2. Whether Chriſt's human Soul was u. . 
nited to the Subltance or Perſon of the 4, I 
„„ ha thet 


(4 


ther, in the ſame Senſe and in the ſame 


been united to the Perſon or Subſtance of 
the Son; and if it was, whether the Fa- 
ther may not he ſaid to have come into the 
World, and hare been made Man, in 
the ſame Senſe in which the Son is ſaid to 
have come into the World and to have 
been made Man ? For certainly it cannot 
be concety'd, that the Perſon of the Son, 
who was very God, ſhould come into the 
World and be made perfect Man of a rea- 
ſonable Soul and human Fleſh ſubſilting, 
and yet that the Subſtance of the Son 
ſhould not come into the World. For this 
could be no otherwiſe effected than hy the 
don of God's aſſuming a human Soul anda 
Eody; or by Virtue of a Union of his diving» 
Subſtance with a human Soul and a human 
Body, And indeed if it be ſaiq, that the 
Perſon of the Son came into the World 
and not the Subſtance of the Son, it will 
follow that the Perſon of the Son is really 
| different, and not different as to our Con- 
ceptions only, from the SubRance of the 
Son. Neither can it be ſaid, that the Sub- 
ſtance of the Son came into the World, and 
ol W was unitęd to a human Soul and Body, and 
not his Perſon, For then it would follow 
that the Subſtance of the Son is ſomewhat 
really different, and not different as to our 
Conceptions only, from his OPerion, It 
4 e pea nee 790 
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Manner, in which it is ſuppos'd to have 
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Perſon of the Son, and nat to his Sub- 


XA 


(an . 
N thin there be hack a Union Fandel Father 
aid Son as makes them to become one Sub- 
Nance, and the human Soul and Body be 
ſuppos d to be united to the Suſtance of bs 
Son, they muſt be —_— the "Subltancs 
of the Father alſo. Fot gtherwiſe beit 
would —9 to be a . Baule of the 
divine Subſtance; fince the human Soul and | 
Body muſt be fapposd to he united to one 
Part of the divine Subſtance, and not to 
another. As it is abfard to fay, that the 
human Soul and Body were un tel to the 


Nance; fo it would be abſurd to ſay, in 
Cale of: any ſack Union as may make Fa- 
ther and Son'to be only one individual Sub- 
fance, that they were united to the Perſon 
of the Son, and yet not united to the Sub- 

ſtance of the Father. Why then are we 
oblig d to believe and confeſs under Pain 

'of Damnation, that the Son came into the 
World and was made My, and not the 
Father? 338 


Neither indeed can i be e that 
the whe Redemption of Mankind has been ef- 
fefted b Blood of the Son of God, 

_ unleſs che Son of God took upon him in 
ſome Senſe the human Nature, and was in 
ſome Senſe both God and Man. For a 
pure Spirit, as ſuch, can't be ſaid to have 
redeem d us 7 his Blood; and it is im- 


* ble 


gs 


1 
that the Sufferings of a meer Man ſhould Y 


| atone far the Sins of the World. 


. I conclude then that it is abſurd to ſay, 
that tho? the 1 nion of three Perſons (each | 
| Perſon . being Subſtance) makes them one 


dobſtance, yet the fame Union does not 
make them ane Perſen ; hecauſe Union of 
Subſtance is one Thing, and Unity of Per- 


| ſon is another j And there is no 1 eceſſity 
that the ſame Kind of Union which is ſuf: 


ficient for one, mult he ſufficient for the o- 
ther alſo, (1) For if it be allow'd in Fact, 
and not in Words only, that each Perſon is 
Subſtance, chen it mult either he granted 
that three diſtin Perſons are really, and 


got as to our Conceptions only, three di- 


inet Suhſtanges; and that Unity of Sub- 
tance and Unity of Perſen (for Union of 

duhſtanes is an equivoęal Expreſſion, and 
lerves only to draw the Mind off from the 
Contideration of pure ſpiritual intelligent 
indiviſihle Subſtance, and ſuch is the ſub» 
ect ot the preſent Enquiry, to material di- 
viſible Subſtance) are in the preſent Caſe 
one and the ſame Thing; or elſe Perſon, 
tach Perſon being allow'd to be Subſtance, 
mult Ggnity ſomething really different from 
the S bitance of the Perſon, and each Per- 
lon, in the more looſe and upreſtrain'd Senſe 


(1) See Waterland's 34 Defence, p. 21. N 


df the Word, muſt be com pou 


_ _ - luſtration as one indi v iſihle Subſtance, may 
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divine Perſon as diſtinguiſh'd from the di- 
vine Subſtance, and of the divine Subſtance 
as diſtinguiſh'd from the divine Perſon ; or 
elſe the word Perfon muſt in Fact ſignify 
only ſometimes ſomething” abſolute, and 

at other Times ſtand not for any Thing 
ablolute, but for a meet Relation or At- 
fection of Being. Thus the ſame Man, 
who may be conſider'd for the ſake of 11- 


be with reſpect to different Perſons both a 
Father and a Son, and as thus bearing two 
_ diſtin perſonal Characters may be conſi- 
der'd as two Perſons : But ſuch Man is not 
_ abſolutely two diſtin& Perſons, but only 
bears two different Relations. For the 
fame Unity that is ſuppos'd to conſtitute 
him one Subſtance, muſt neceſſarily make | 
him to be abſolutely one Perſon alfo ; nor 
is there any real conceivable Difference be- 
tween the Perſon abſolutely conſider'd, and 
the ſuppos'd indiviſible Subſtance. - Tho! 
Father and Son are relative Terms, yet if 
the Perſons be really diſtinct to whom thoſe | 
Relations belong, the Relations themſelves 
muſt be founded in really diſtinct Subſtan- 
ces; and the Perſon of the Father, and the 
Subſtance of the Father, if the word Per 
ſon be ſuppos'd to ſignity any thing more 
than a meer Relation or Affection of Being, 
muſt ſignify juſt one and the . 
15 „ ve oth 5 . „ tho? 
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tho under a different Conſideration; the 
Conſideration of the Perſon of the Father 
having the Confideration of the Relation 
of the Subſtance of the Father to the Son 
annex'd to the bare Confideration . of the 
Father's 'Subſtance. | In like Manner, the 
Subſtance of the Son and the Perſon of the 
Son are one and the ſame Thing, and differ 
only as to our Manner of conceiving them. 
One diſtin& and purely ſpiritual Perſon 
as ſuch, can be no other. than one diſtinct 
indiviſible intelligent Subſtance ; and three 
diſtinct and purely ſpiritual Perſons mult be 
three diſtin indiviſible intelligent Sub- 
| ſtances; and in Caſe of one intelligent Sub- 
| ſtance only, there can be no more, in any 
Senſe whatſoever, than one Will. But it 
may be obſerv'd, that tho? in the Caſe of 
three Perſons unanimouſly willing the ſame 
Ibing, there are three diſtinct Wills or Acts 
of Volition, according to the Philoſophical 
or Metaphyſical Senſe of the Words; yet 
according to the vulgar and popular Way of 
ſpeaking, it may be properly enough ſaid, 
there is but one will, or that ſuch three 
Perſons, in Will and Conſent, are One, 


4 3» If the Father Son and Holy Spirit, 
WH tbo ſuppos'd to be one indivifible Sub- 
WH fiance, muſt be believ'd to be three Per- 
bons, why ſhould not the Logos and the 
human Soul, each being intelligent, and as 
3 1 0 ns, being 


being not only Subſtance and Subſtance; but 
of à quite different Nature from each other, 


ackenowledg d to make two Perſons? This 


ſon bas been generally usd, in this Diſpute, 
without any certain definitive Meaning or 
Signification, and perhaps without any 


Meaning or Signification at all. 


4 Whether the Union of the Logos 
with a human Soul, will not as much ſup- 


pole the Union of an infinite Being with a | 


Finite, as the Union of the Logos with a 
human Body only? But as for the Logs, 
or Deity, being infinite as to Extenſion or 
Amplitude of Subſtance, it is in no wiſe 
prov eable, nor does it ſeem prohable. 


85 Felke. Union of a ſpiricual Subſtance, of 
2 {piritual Subſtance, and of a ſpiritual Sub- 


Bb ſtance, be ſuch in the Deity as to conſtitute 


but one Subſtance, and yet does not deſtroy 
tbe Diſtinction of Perſons in the Godhead 
and the Union of the Logos and the human 
Soul, tho? the Subſtances be hy Nature im- 
menlly different, be ſuch as deſtroys all Dil- 
tinction of Perſon (for two diſtinct intelli- 


5 gent Subſtances, muſt, I conceive, be al- 


Jow d to make two Perſons, even tho” it 
ſhould be granted that every Perſon is not 
of Neceſſity a diſtin e He Subſtance) 
then there mult be a greater Union 

8 1 . 


"i 47 * 5 
che L * 6 and the human Sal Gn be · 
een the ſpiritual Subſtance, and the ſpi- 
ritual Subſtance in the Deity, But the 
ry às à divine Subſtance; muſt certainl 
be d to be kate; and yet 5 * 
17 that if a human Soul, 2 0 is 
in intelligent Subſtance be ſo taken into 
the very Subſtance of the Logos, as to 
| conſtitute together with the Logos but one 
perſon, then here muſt be a Change of the 
Logos even as to his divine and tek 
Nature and Subſtance, and a new Perſon 
muſt be ſuppos d to ariſe from ſuch Union 
quire different from either of the former; 
vhereas the ſuppos d Incarnation of the 
Logos, and his becoming capable of tuf- 
ferng by Means of being vitally united 
to, or by virtue of a Union of his divine 
ferfon with a Body of carruptible* Fleſh, 
in the fame Manner as the human Soul is 
inited to the human Body, does by na 
Means deſtroy the Ny of the 
Logos; the human Body being ſuppos'd 
to be entirely external and adventitious to, 
ind diſtinet and ſeparable from the Ipiri- 
aul Subſtance! of the Logos, and in no 
þ iy to enter into the ſpiritual Nature of 
k is faid indeed by way of Illuſtra- 
+ % *2s the reaſonable Soul and Fleſh is 
t me Man, fo God and Man is one Chriſt, 
dy which, I conceive we are to onderfiand,; . 
:) bat the bo ug the human Soul, and the 


human 
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haps, ob a Review, may appear to be not 
altogether ſ. | 
Sight it ſeems to be. There is a vaſt Difference 
between the Union of two ſpiritual intel li 


and the human Soul) and the Union be- 
tween a ſpititual intelligent Subſtance and 
a barely pafſive ar material Subſtance. 
For in one Cale, the one muſt be ſup- 


become indivifibly One with the other, or 
to conſtitute together with it, an abſolute 


ſarily ſuppoſe an interval change of Sub- 
ſtance; in the other Caſe, no ſuch Change 


the Soul would be the very ſame individual 


ference conſiſting only in external Circum, 
ſtances, And ſhould this Soul be reunites 
to the Body, the Sameneſs of Perſon would 


* 


09 


human Body make but one Perſon, even as 


the human Soul and Body make but one 
Perſon or one Man. This Compariſon per- 


- 
23 —w—— _”« cu. u 9 


r ſo much to the Purpoſe, as at firſt 


gent. Subſtances, (and ſuch are the Logos 


3 enter into the very Subſtance, and 


individual, one Perſon abſolutely, and ab- 
ſolutely one Subſtance, which mult neceſ- 


need be ſupposd. Let us ſuppoſe the Pre- 
exiſtence of a human Soul. In this Cate, 


intelligent Subſtanee or Perſon after its 
Union with the Body as it was before. In 


like Manner, after its Separation from the Sou 


Body it would be the very ſame individual be 
intelligent Subſtance, or Perſon, as it Was 3 
during its Union with the Body, the Dit- 


ſtill remain. And jt is eyident, that What 
coaſtirues the Sameneſs of Perſon n theſe 
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ſeveral Changes and Circumſtances, is the 
Indiviſibility and Incommunicability of 
the ſpiritual intelligent Subſtance or human 


Soul. This. I conceive, points out the 


true Principle of Individuatien. 


6, The Logos came unto his Own, and 

his Own receiy'd him not. If inſtead of 5 
coming into the World in Perſon, he only 
ſent a human Saul in his Stead, this ſeems 

not to be altogether true. For the Diſ- 


WH tance between them is Infinite, even as 

| W much as between Creature and Creator, 
- Wh unleſs it be ſuppos'd that ſuch a human 
: WH Soul was the Creator of the World, It 
Joes in no wiſe ſcem in Fact to be giving 
die Honour to God, or to be any Acknow- 
„leagment of his Goodneſs: and Truth (e- 
© Wl ſpecially if we eonſider the frequent De- 
- Larations made by God himſelf, or by 
1 God eminently and emphatically ſo call'd, 

a 


al of redeeming the World by his Son) to 
say that the Son in Fact did not come into 
In the. World and ſuffer, but that a human 
he Wi Soul was ſubſtituted in his Stead. Nor can it 
ul be ſuppos d but that the Father mult have 
a i compulſive Power and Authority over a 


i- buman Soul, and that conlequently the Suf- 
m kenngs of a human Soul cannot in any wilt 
ted be prov'd ro be purely and abſolutely 1 
9 luntary, But ſuch Sufferings, as were not 

hat 


Pry and abſolufely voluntary could nor, 
(ORCELVE, be effectual to the Redemption ; 


the divine Gooanet 
Fully 3 ele than through the 
3 


us without 


e Man, than che Sufferings of the > Lapal 


PEA Men app 
| of whom, as is very evident, was the Sen 


ſon; and yet no one, I preſume will affirm 


1 1 9 le ent its being laid, Aden thou ſhah 


( $0 * 
py? Mankind. If Sg were neceſſar 
in order to the * . of Manki 

I be no otherwise 


of a Perſon of che Godhead. 
The; af Eon; & that Chriſt could not redeem 
Wuming” that Part of our Na- 
ture which i is moſt conſiderable, viz. the 
human Soul, is evidently affirming che Suf- 
ferings of a human Soul to be of more Va. 
lue and Efficacy towards the Redemption 


— x. 2 


2 e. Ev 


of eee, 5 


3 BY is ſaid in the Old Thitient, that 
pear'd unto Aöbrabanm, one 


of God; and alſo that a Man appeared 
unto Fo bu with a Sword drawn in his 
Hand, who was evidently the ſame Per- 


fl that this Perſon had a human Soul, but” 
will rather lay that he was call'd a Man anc 
becauſe he appear'd in human Form as 4M” 
viſible Symbol of his Preſence, neither then den 
can it be inferr'd, that he received or wa Wor 
united to a human Soul at bis Incarnation ide 

| becauſe he is called the Man  Chritt Jeſus 2 
Neither can it be infert'd, that Chriſt had P 
5 human Soul, or that the Logos was unitee 77 
toa human Soul and not to a human Bod) 4 


wt 


| wake his Se an Qffering for Sin. Haiah 63. 
10. He ball fee of the Trevel of his Soul. 11. 
He hath pour d out his Soul unto Neath. 12. 
15 Soul is exceeding /orrowful. Mat. 26. 
For it is ſaid, 2 my Servant whom 
phold, mine Elect in whom my Soul de- 
lghteth ; Iſaiah 42. 1. which Words are 
i evidently ſpoken in the Perſon of the Fa - 
bers and yet no one, L preſume, will af 
firm chat che Father bas a human Soul. 
Nor indeed is the Son > ſu pos'd by any 
de to have had a human Soul before his 


ſucarnation z and yet it is ſaid, ſhall not my 

Soul be aveng'd on ſuch a Nation as this * 
uk. 5. 9 4nd his Soul was griev'd for the 
% . of Iirael. Judges, 19.16. And the 
rd zrieth the Righteous ; but the wicked 
ad him that Joveth Violence, his Soul hateth, 


m 5, If the Subſtance of the Father was 
oy ited to the human Soul, in the ſame Senſe 
r the. Perſon. of the Father in the ſame 
del enſe and Manner with the Perſon of the 

wal Ln; (which muſt be the Caſe, if the Fa- 
vonder and Son be one indivifible Subſtance) 
s den certainly the Father ſuffer'd in the 
dme Seaſe and Manner as the Son. Why 

tel ben are we requir'd to believe, under Pain 
oo” Damnation, that the Son ſuffer'd and 

2 dot che Father? ar 8 if the Logos and 


human 
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bbman Soul were ſo looſely united, if! 
may be allow'd the Expreſſion, as that 


the human Soul was not Partaker of the 


_ Wiſdoth and Knowledge of the Logos, hor 
tbe Logos Partaker of the Sufferings of the 
human 'S6ul, it is impoſſible to conceive 


bow they ſhould in any wiſe conſtitute one 
Perſon. The Perſon can no more be ſaid | 


to know or ſuffer abſtractedly from the in- 
telligent Subſtance, than the intelligent 
Subſtance can be ſaid to know or ſuffer ab- 
ſtractedly from the Perſon; and two diſ⸗ 


* 


two Perſons. 


tinct intelligent Subſtances muſt conſtitute 


9, Whether a pure ſpiritual intelligent 
Being that is Almighty, and conſequently 
ran't ſuffer in any Circumſtances whatſoever 

without its own free Will and Conſent, and 
which as a pure Spirit is impaſſible, but 

yet can make Beings capable of Suffering, 
can't put itſelf in fuch Circumſtances as to 
become capable of undergoing Sufferings 
in its own ſpiritual Subſtance, or in its own 
Perſon; and whether if the general Goo 
and Happineſs of his Subjects might be 

5 1 in the higheſt Degree by the Suf. 

ferings of ſuch a Perſon, it would be an 


Sign of Weakneſs or Imperfection for uct 


a Perſon voluntarily to undergo them 
would not ſuch a Perſon's conſenting fc 
_ undergo great Sufferings for the 1051 


Fl 


601” 
cimen that could be given of his diſintereſ - 


wards his Subjects? And were the Poſſibi- 
lity denied of ſuch a Being's placing hi m- 
à manifeſt Limitation of his. Divine Wiſ- 
dom and Almighty Power. Sufferings abſo» 
lately and in the higheſt * voluntary 
are 8 far ſrom implying Weakneſs, that 
they rather 70 5 the ditect contrary, viz, a 
Negation of 


3 © 


of the Father by eternal Generation, this 
alſo, unleſs the Father and Son be ſuppos'd 
to be one Subſtance tho' different Perſons, 


ſtance. But where is it ſaid in Scripture, 
that the Son is in this Senſe from the Fa- 
ther? I may add, where is it faid that the 


Why then are we oblig'd to believe thac 
the 3 is from the Father and the 
Son by 


Good of his Subjects, be the greateſt Spe. . 


ted, immenſe and boundleſs Goodneſs to- 


| {elf in fuch Circumſtances, this would be 


uperior compulſive Power. 


It will perhaps be ſaid, if the Son is 
from the Father, or af the very Subſtance 


muſt argue a Diviſibility of the divine Sub- 


Holy Spirit is from the Father and the Son 
by eternal Proceſſion? What is the Dif- 
ference between Generation and Proceflion? 


roceſſion; and the Son from the 
Father by Generation as diſtinguiſh'd from 
Proceffion; whereas it is no leſs clearly ſaid 
in Scripture, that the Son proceeded * 
e ee 905 


W 8 


** 15 * ” N "oy 
1 / . 
' - 
G 1 % P 
. -4 : 
1 
* 4 
* . 3 
= * 
, v2 
. 
4»; L 
TY 4 
7 1 
1 
* { 
: i 
\ n 
« ” ell. 1 
* 
1 


5 * 
. 
. þ 
1 
1 
4 6 
42 
* 1 
Hh 3 
3 IF 
3181 
« | h 
' of + 
643 
7 4H 
WHT 3 
70 | 
z | 
2 Fl 
( l 
5 1 7 * 4 
4 0 \ 4 
1 * 189 
0 * 
* 1 
4 
* * oy 1 
6 iS (\ 
7 { 
» * % 
. 


A4 rr 


rr 


Fr 22 — 
* rr 


n eee Farber and the Son? 


But it Will be objetted, if Chriſt had no 
human | ul, ; then the | Words of our Sa- 
viour concerning his not knowing the Day 
and Hour on which the End of the World 
ſhall be, muſt be underſtood of the divine 


* 


Lagos, I anſwer, if che Human Soul be 


ſuppos d to h. Partaker of the fame 
Rnowledge with che Logos, in which Caſe 
only they could conſtitute one Perſon, the 
ſame Difficulty will remain, But as for our 
Saviour's Words, they are as clear and ex- 
pieſs as poſſible.  *But. of that Day and 
| Hour knoweth no Man, no: not the Angels 
which are in Heaven, neither the Son but 
the Father. or as it is expreſs d in St. Mat- 
 thew's Golpel, but my Father. only. (1) 
How could it be truly ſaid, 20 not: the 
Angels of Heaven nor the: Son, (the Per- 


lapfos d to have been 


1 0 f 


ſon immediately next to the Father) but 
eee it the den knew i in an 
Leſpect, or under any Capacity  whatſo- 
ever ? Indeed "the Pollibilir of the Son's 
| nor knowing that Day, and Hour, muſt re 
ceſſarily follow from the Suppoſition of a 
Diſtinction of Perſonality; nor could our 
Saviour's Form of Expreſſion be well ac- | 
counted for, were it not intended more par- 
li) der Matt. 24. 36. Mark 13. 32. 
e e e, Nee ec 


4 65 | 9 
to point out ſuch a Dili con. 
A this" may ſbew in Part why he was 

content, in Compliance with his Father's 
Will, chat this Secret ſhould be hid from 
him; cho another Reaſon might be, che 
tewing his full Acquieſcence in the W. 
dom of his Father's Government, and the 
acknowledging his Father's 61 eg as 
Firſt and Chief of the Godbead. It is 
e to the Wiſdom of the Son, 7 
nor any Denial of his being qualify'd' in an 
equal Meature with the Father to be Judge 
and Governor of the World, to ſay that 
through his own Conſent he knew not a 
—_ Matter, which if a Diſtinction of 
Perſonality be aHow'd, could not be ſuppos'd 
e y knowdble, unleſs the Father had 
been pleas to reveal it ;eſpec crall if there 
was a — fully feen w wh by be ſhould 
conſent to its being conceabd from him, 
and abſolutely left to the fele Determina- 
tion of the Faber. And as the Son is qua- 
lify?d to be Judge and Governor of the 
World, ſo certainly he has by Nature a 
Right to the Government of it in Union 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, as be- 
ing in Union with the Creator of it. If both 
the ancient Jeu and ſucceeding Chriſtians 
have been Worſnippers of the true God, they 
muſt have been Worſhippers of one and the 
lame God; the ſame Perſons (and no more) 
that! Were che * of the Feuiſb Worſhip 


mult 
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"ad be e right Object of the Chriſtian , 


and whatever Difference has happen'd to 


either of the Perſons can by no Means be 
_ ſuppos'd internal and eſſent ial, but only 
accidental, circumſtantial or modal. But 


whatever Difficulties may remain as to 


ſome particular Texts, IL hope I have ſuf- 
ficiently prov'd in general, that the Doc- 
trine of the Unity and Trinity, as laid down 
in Scripture, is no unintelligible Doctrine; 
that we are not requir d to believe Things 
purely for a Trial of our Faith; that Re- 
velation does not ſuperſede the Ute of 


Reaſon, nor demand a Belief of any Thing 


more incomprehenſible than pure Deiſm 
does; and that a full Anſwer has been given 
to the following Objection, viz. there can 
be no Revelation where nothing is re- 
veal'd. But theſe Things will appear more 
evidently from what I thall ſay in the fol- 
long hanp tes. 


cha. i. 


4 
char, th 
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which is vaufual ns; extr 
acither zeſults from the ordi 
Nature, nor i eser the _ 
of Mes z eſpecially by ſuch Means as are 
wd by the Worker of the Miracle. Thus 
10 os. Caſo of Mofes's caſting gown his 
Rod and its becoming a Serpent, it is ma- 
nifeſt that this 3 Was "ory unuſual and 
entirety different from the ordinary Courſe 
« Nature; and that it a inpoiible far 
Majes to turn it into a Serpent meerly by 
bis own Power. EH then it was not dont by 
the A of Moſes, it was dong by the 
or of ſome other Being; othorwile 


NT weyld be an Eflect v a Cauſe. 
fan exty 


aoidinery and wonderful Beet be 

Modu d, it is evident even to a Demon - 
ration, that there mult be ſome Power 
able to produce it. IE is likewiſe evident, 
bat if in Caſe of two different Powers, an 


MER can be. n by ene Power, which 


)J 8 
cannot be produc'd by the other, the 
Power which can produce ſuch Efſeg, 
3 muſt, at leaſt as to that Particular, be ſu- 
| 5 perior to that which cannot produce it. 
And if this Superiority of Power be mani- 
|. - felted in ſeveral Inſtances, it muſt of Con- 
| ſequence be ſo much the more evident. 
Nor would this Evidence of ſuperior Power 
be at all weakned, tho' it ſhould be im- 
poſſible for us to perceive clearly and di- 
RioQly any greater Difficulty in the Things 
i that could not be /perform'd, than there 

| Teem'd to be in fome other Things that 
actually were perform'd by the ſame 
Power. And ſhould we ſuppoſe one of 
theſe Powers to be reſtrain'd.by the other, 
the reſtraining Power muſt neceſſarily be 
ſuppos'd ſuperior to the Power reſtrain'd 


Theſe: Things then being promis d, I 
ſay that one End of Miracles in general is 
the begetting Faith in him as Governor of 

the World, and the proper Object of our 
Worſhip, by whoſe rer the Miracles 
Were perform'd. And it is evident that Mi. 
racles may be exactly adapted to this End 
and Purpoſe; or that they may be ſo 

circumſtanꝰ d, as that they may afford a} 

plain Evidence of the unlimited and un- 
controllable Power of him, with Reſpett 
to the Government and Management ot 
the Affairs of the World, by whom they 
2 wer? 


r 


be no Reaſon in the 
that he who made the Promiſe to Abra- 


* 
were effected. If then we confider the ex» 
ceeding great Importance of having a true 


wry 
” * 


Faith, or of believing in and worſhipping the 70 


true God; and how apt Men are to entertain 


an erroneous Faith, and to depart from the 
Worſhip of the true God; we may from 
thence draw a ſtrong preſumptive. Argu- 
ment, that Miracles, in ſome certain 
Caſes, would be actually perform'd by the 
Power of the true God; eſpecially if it be 
conſider d- further, that Miracles may be 
ſo circumſtanc'd, as that they may not only 
ſerve to point out who is the true God and 


Governor of the World, but may be a con- 
vincing Evidence, that the true God and 


Governor of the World is a God of perfect 
Truth. Thus the immediate End and 
Deſign of the Miracles wrought by Moſes 
in Egypt was the begetting Faith in him, 
by whoſe Power they were effected, and 
conſequently in the God of {braham, Iſaac 
and Jacob, ãs the true God and Governor 
of the World, and as a God of perfect 
Truth. And to this Puxpoſe they were 
exactly adapted. For certainly there could 
leaſt for . but 


tam, and he who fulfill'd it, was one and 
the ſame God. But the Miracles wrought 
by the Magicians were manifeſtly intended 
to hinder and prevent the fulfilling of the 
Promiſe; and to beget a Faith in, and to 
promote the Worſhip of thoſe Gods, by 
; e 1 whoſe 
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© Shale Dower the Performianee of the pro 
certainly the. e of 


fy, 'of that 


2 2 4 God of ul 


miſe was 


attemptes to be prevented. Ang 


1 ſuch 
Erldene o the 


erformance, was a 


eee She rr 
the Follilter of it was the true God and 


RTE wb hae hs his Bood all Fam. 


lies of the Earth ſhould be bleſſed, and 
wherbof the having fo far in Fact «4 
Rd che Promiſe wasn Token and P 

Ar alſo; and 
conſequently for- believing in the God of 
ofute and uncen- 


wi Fire unto 1 mid N 
the Time of giving the Law upon on Mount 
in 


order tc 
dhe 


Sinai. (1) And this was done 
1 by. 16. Deu. 4. 11 
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Las begetting a Faith in that God, who fo 
| wonderfully manifeſted his — not 


only as the God who commande 
Thunder and the Li Fhrning 


| who is attended with- Myriads ef nd 
1 s Flame of Fire, as the Attendants 


hrone; and conſequently as a God 


that was fully able to fulfill the Promiſe 


made- to bans and as the Giver of 


tn Law which wa odioents by the Hand 


of Moſes; to the End that an acceptable 


Obedience might be paid to chat Law 


through ſuch Faith. n Allufion to this 


plorzous Manifeſtation 25 God's a 


Mount Sinai the P/almift lays, *who 
— bis Angels Spirits; is Ming 


s flaming Fire. Pſa. 104. 4. The Chariots 
God are twenty thouſand, even thouſands 


o _— the Lordis among them as in Sinai, 


Place. Pla. 68. 17. Hence alſo 
thy e ſays, that the Law was ordain'd 
2 Hand of a Mediator ; Gal. 


of +. iy. and St, Stephen, that the Jews re- 


d the Lau & ops 6 mag of ſngele.. 


4 7. 55. 


dee ed . 


tho' in the Law of Maſes a Curſe was de- 
rounc\d agaiadt every Tranſgreſſian, yet the 


Yes might have obſerr'd, chat in ſome Ca- 


Mees wnterceded for the People; and that 
in ſome Caſeathe People were pardon'd thro? 


his inteeceſſion, notwithſtand ng the moſt 


notorious 
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notorious. Tranſgreſſion of the divine Law. 
This is particularly obſervable in the Caſe 


I 


of worſhipping the Calf made by Aaron, 


even during the Time of Moſes's Conti- 


nuance in the Mount, and of ſuch an extra- 
ordinary Manifeſtation of the divine Pre- 
| fence upon it. Hence it might have been 


concluded with great Certainty, that per- 


fect and abſolute Obedience was in no wiſe 
expected according to the Phariſaical No- 
tion, or in ſuch Sort as that no Room ſhould 

in any Caſe. be left for Repentance. Nei 
ther could the Doctrine of Forgiveneſs, 
through Means of Mediation or Interceſſion 


be in any wiſe jaſtly objected againſt by 


the Jeus. Nou a Mediator is not a Me- 
diator of one ;, but God is one. Gal. 3. 20. 
Mediation ſuppoſes the making Reconci- 
' lation between two Parties; but God is 
only one Party. If Moſes therefore was a 
Mediator between God and the People, it 
muſt be ſuppos d that not only Pardon of 
Sin was in ſome vor granted on God's Part 
through the Interceſſion of Moſes ; but that 
future Obedience was promis'd on the Part 
of the People; and if Sins were pardon'd 
in ſome Meaſure; I mean with Reſpect to 
the temporal Puniſhment of them, through 


whe. 


the Interceſſion of Moſes; then certainly 


there is far greater Reaſon. for thinking, 
that full and plenary Remiſſion of Sins will 
be granted through the Sufferings and In- 
eee A Ris — op © TR I ook 
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| terceſſion of the Son of God, by whom 
the Law was'perſonally given upon Mount 

Sinai,” upon Condition of Faith in his 

„„ 0: DO Iirthut art a mods 


But it is more to my Purpoſe to obſerve, 
that Horeb is either a Part of Mount Sinai, 
or elſe contiguous to it, concerning which _ 
God had ſaid to Moſes, (or the Logos had + 
perſonally ſaid to Moſes, and the other 
two Perſons had virtually ſpoken the ſame 
Words, whatever is done by the Son being 
virtually done by the Father and Holy. 
Spirit alſo) certainly I will bè with thee : ov 
by my Power will bring this Event to paſs: 
and this ſhall be a Token unto thee hereafter, 
that the ſame God by whom the Promiſe 
was made to Abrabam, have ſent thee : When 
thou haſt brought forth the People out of E- 
gypt, ye ſhall ſerve God upon this Mountain. 
Exod. ' 3. 12. And the bringing the Chil- 
dren of Iſrai to that Mountain, in Con- 
ſequence of the working many Miracles 
and mighty Works both in the Land of 
Egypt, and in the Red Sea; (ſuch Works 
as prov'd the abſolute Power and Autho- 
ity of the immediate Worker of them wi h 
Reſpect to the Government of the Affairs 
of the World) was a plain and clear E- 
vidence, 'that he the ſame God, the ſame 
Jebovab, by whom the Promiſe was made 
to Abraham of giving the Land of Canaan 
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that he the ſame God ſo gloriouſly mani- 
feſted his Preſence upon Mount Sinai; and 


\ 


1 


that he the ſame God was the Giver of 
that Law upon Mount Sinai, by the Mi- 
niſtratibn of Angels, which was deliver'd 
to the People by the Hand of Moſes. And 
irom theſe Things conſidered together a- 
roſe a very ſtrong Argument for believing 
in that God, as the tryc God and Governor 
of the World; fot receiving the Law of 


; bor as 2 divine Law; and for faithfully 


lincerely obſetving it in Obedience to 


the divine Will 


. Hirherto I have conſidered the Evidence 


of the Truth of reveal'd Religion arifing | 
from Miracles, with particular Reforcace 


to the Religion of the ancient Zews, and 


ſhew'd that they were exactly ſuited to the | 


Production of the End for which they 


were deſigi'd ; and ſhall therefore proceed 
to conſider the Nature of this Evidence with 
more eſpecial Relation to the Truth of the 


Chriſtian Religion. 


| The End and Deſiga of Chrift's Mi- 
racles was the begetting a Faith in him 25 
the Son of God and the promis d Redecmer; 


or the begetting a Faith in God as a God 
that had actually ent his Son into the 
World in order to his purchaſing the Re- 
8 a diemptlon 


| C6 2 
demption of Mankind by his voluntary 
Death in Compliance with the Will ot his 
Father, to the End that the Promiſe made 
to Abraham that in his Seed all Familics 
of the Earth ſhould be bleſſed, (which 
Promiſe was confirm'd by Oath, by a moſt 
ſolemn Contract, and by the Mouth of all 
the Prophets) might be ſo fulfill'd; that 
by this moſt illuſtrious Inſtance God might 
be more fully deelar'd to be a God of 
Truth and Goodneſs, and Men might pay 
nan acceptable Obedience unto him in Con- 
ſequence of ſuch Faith in him. And it is 
evident, that they were exactly adapted to 
this End and Purpoſe. For God at firſt 
created, and hath ever ſince govern'd the 
World by the Son and through the Ope- 
ration of the Holy Gboſt. If then the Fa- 
ther be che Author and Giver of Liſe, the 
Creator and Preſerver of all Things by the 
Son and through the Ope at ion of the Holy 
Ghoſt; and Chriſt gave evident Signs of 
his creative Providential Power, and of 
his Power of giving Life to whom he 
pleagd through the Operation of the Holy 
Spirit; then this was a plain Evidence, 
that Chriſt was the very Perſon by whom 
and through the Operation of the Holy 
Ghott, God at firſt cieaicd and bath ſince 
luſtzin'd and govern'd the World. Hence 
our Saviour lays, if I do not the Works of 
my Father believe me not: John 10. 37. the 
5 5 K | Father 


dcn Chriſt's Miracles prove his abſolute | 


Ts ©, + he 
Father being - eminently, primarily and 
emphatically the Creator of all Things, 
the Lord and Giver of Life, and the Soye- 
reign Ruler over all the World. And 
certainly Chriſt's Miracles were a ftrong 
Evidence of his Almighty Power. This is 
plain from his feeding five thouſand with 
hive Loaves, and four thouſand with ſeven IM 
Loaves, a large Quantity being left; and | 
from his authoritatively commanding even 
the Dead to arife, the Sick to recover and 
the Winds and Storms to ceaſe and be ſtill. 
For as it was ſaid at the Creation, et there 
be Light : and there was Light ; Gen. 1, 
3. ſo Chriſt ſays with the ſame Authority 
to the Dead, Lazarus, come forth : and 
be came forth; John 11. 43, 44. to the Sick, 
ariſe, take up thy Bed, and go thy Way into 
thy Houſe : and he aroſe ; Mark 2. 11, 12. 
to the Winds and Sea, Peace, be till and 
there was a great Calm. Mark 4. 39. Since 


Power and Authority (in Union with the 
Father and Holy Spirit) with Reſpect to 
the Goveinment of the Affairs of the 
World, and plainly declare him to be that 
very Perſon by whom and through the 
Operation of the Holy Spirit, God at fir! 
created and hath fince govern'd the World; 
we have from hence yery clear Evidence 
of the Voluntarineſs of his Death; and there 
being no imaginable Realon why 2 
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Perſon ſhould come into the World and 
voluntarily ſuffer Death, unleſs in Order 
to the Redemption of Mankind; his Mi- 
racles muſt of Conſequence afford a ſtrong 
Argument in Defence of the Truth of the 
Chriſtian Religion, or of Chriſt's being 


the Perſon through whoſe voluntary Death 


in Compliance-with the Will of his Father, 
the World in Fact has been redeem'd. 


; The Truth of | the Chriſtian Religion is 
farther confirm'd hy Chriſt's Reſurrection 
E 


appear, if we conſider that Chriſt himſe 


during his Abode on Earth, clearly fore- 
told his own future Reſurrection; and that 

he foretold it not only as an Event that 
would in Fact come to paſs, but as an E- 


vent to be brought to paſs by the Power of 


the Father, or by his own Power in Com- 
pliance with the Will of his Father and 


through the Operation of the Holy Ghoſt; 


and that he appeal'd to chis Event as a Sign 
or Evidence of his being the Son of God, 
and the Perſon ordain'd to be the Redeemer 
of the World by Means of his voiuntary 
piving up his Life for: the Sins of the 
World in Compliance with his Father's 
Will. Therefore, ſays he, doth my Father 
ove me, becaaſe I lay down my Life, that 1 
night take it up again. No Man taketh it 
from me, but I wy, down of me * 

| 2 IE: we 


A, 


|  Habitation of the Logos or Son of God) 


5 during his Abode on Earth; fince ſuch an 


„„ 
e Power to lay it down, and I hay 
Power to take it again. This Command- 
ment have I rectiv'd of my Father. John 
10. 17, 18. And when the Fews ſaid un- 
to him, what Sign ſheweſt thou unto us, 
_ ſeeing that thou doeſt theſe Things? Jeſus 
anſwer'd, dry this Temple, (calling his 
Body a Temple as being the immediate 


and in three Days I will raiſe it up. John 
2. 18, 19. Since then Chriſt foretold his 
Reſurrection as an Event to be brought 
about by his own Power in Compliance 
with the Will of his Father; fince there is 
no Reaſon for doubting but that he who 
foretold ſo wonderful an Event, as an E- 
vent to be brought to paſs by his own 
Power, did by his own Power bring it to 
paſs, eſpecially if it be confider'd that he 
manifeſted his Power of railing the Dead 


Event can be no otherwiſe conſider'd, than 
as an extraordinary Effect of divine Power; 
and ſince according to the general Tenor of 
the divine Ceconomy what is will'd by the 
Father is executed by the Son through the 
Operation of the Holy Ghoſt; there is the 
higheſt Reaſon for believing, that Chriſt, 
according to his own Deciaration made 
betore his Death, was rais'd by the Power 
of his Father, or by his own Power in 
Compliance with the Will of his Father, 
aud through the Operation of the Holy 
= PIT 
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Spirit; and conſequently for believing that 
he actually was the Son of God, the Power 


OY next to the Father, the beſt- 


beloved of the Father, and the Perſon by 
whom and through the Operation of the 
Holy Ghoſt, God at firſt created, and hath 


viſible Monument and Evidence of God's 


ternity. 


ing to his expreſs Promiſe made during his 


Followers were endow'd with ſuch extra- 
ordinary and miraculous Gifts, as were pro- 
mis'dto be confer*don them after his Aſcent 


lays our Saviour, he that Believeth on me, 


76 the Works that 1 do, ſhall he do alſo, Pe 
he Wl greater Works than theſe ſhall he do; he- 


he WM cauſe I go unto my Father, John 14. 12. As 
it, chen the Mitacles perform'd by Chriſt, 
de WF during his Abode on Earth, were a ſen- 
zer fible Evidence of his Power on Earth; ſo 
WM the conferring theſe extraordinary and mi- 
er, 


fince redcem'd the World. I may add, 
that it may reaſonably be ſuppos'd, that 
his Reunion to his human Body will be a 


Goodneſs towards his Creatures to all E- ; 
The Truth of Chriſt's Reſurrection, as 
well as of his Aſcenſion is fully confirm'd 
by the Miſſion of the Holy Ghoſt, accord- 


Abode on Earth; or by the Evidence of 
this Matter of Fact, that his Diſciples and 


to his Father. Perily verily J ſay unto you, 


raculous Gifts, agreeably to his Promiſe, 
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upon Believers as ſuch after he was taken 


from the Earth, was a plain and ſenſible 
Evidence of his Power in Heaven; and in- 


deed a ſenſible Evidence of his having ac- 


 rually juſtify'd, or forgiven the Sins of 


thoſe that ſincerely believ'd in him, and ac. 
cepted them as.righteous Perſons through 
Faith in his Name. For it the Apoſtles 
and firſt Believers in Chriſt were endow'd 


with a Power, if I may fo ſpeak of work. 


ing ſuch Miracles as are recorded of them, 
and actually did work ſuch Miracles; then 
there was a Power ſuperior to their own, by 
which thoſe Miracles were immediately 


effected. Nor is there the leaſt conceivable | 


Reaſon for imagining, that theſe Miracles 
were wrought by any other Power than 
that of the Father, or that of Chriſt in 
Compliance with the Will of his Father, 
and through the Operation of the Holy 
Ghoſt in Compliance with the Will both 
of Chriſt and of his Father; but the 
greateſt Reaſon for believing that they 
were wrought, according to the Apoſtles 


Declaration, in the Name, or by the Power 


of Chriſt Jeſus ; that he who foretold theſe 
Things, as Things to be effected by his 
own Power and through the Operation of 
the Holy Ghoſt after his Aſcent to his Fa- 
ther, did by his own Power and through 
the Operation of the Holy Ghoſt, after 
his 5 to his Father, pelo them he 
puis; 
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aſs ; and that he who promis'd theſe 
hings, did by his own Power perform 
them. And theſe Things conſider'd to- 


ether, (eſpecially if it be remembred and 
5 in Mind, that according to the ge- 
neral Tenor of the divine Oeconomy, what 
is wilPd or counſell'd by the Father is con- 


through a voluntary Compliance with the 
Will both of the Father and of the Son 


to Abraham that in his Seed all Families of 
believing the whole Doctrine of Chriſt; 


and beſtow ing 
is being the f 


Laws; and for paying an humble and 


of our Faith in him. 


From what has been ſaid concerning Mi- 
ncles, we may eaſily apprehend the End 
and Deſign of Prophecies. Naw the Scrip- 
| | | : Pod RY | _ EUrE- 


lor confiding in his Promile of railing ſuch 
as are true Believers in him from the Dead, 
upon them Lite everlaſting, 
ron2eſt Evidence both of his 
Power and of his Truth; for accepting, 
the Laws he deliver'd unto us, as divine 


* 


ſented to by the Son, and put in Execution, 


by the Holy Ghoſt) afford us very plain 
and clear Evidence of Chriſt's being the 
Logos or Son of God; of God's having in 
Fact redeem'd Mankind by his Death; and 
of his having fo fulfill'd his Promiſe made 


the Earth ſhould be blefſed : and conſe- 
quently are a.very convincing Reaſon for 


lincere Obedience to them, in Conſequence 


1 (72) 
ture:Prophecies include a long Series of E. 
| vents, a great Number of which, as is very 
evident, have been actually brought to 
. ſuch. a Series of Events as may fuf- 
ficiently prove, (fince it can't be ſuppos 
but that he that foretold them, and 8 


that brought them to pals, is one and the 
ſame God) that he that foretold and brought | 


them to paſs is the true God and Governor 
of the World; the Sovereign Ruler over 
all the Earth. And certainly, every Com- 
pletion of a Prophecy was an Evidence 


alſo of the Foreknowledge and Truth of 


the ſame God, as was likewiſe the Com- 


pletion of many of them of his being a 
God of Mercy and judgment. The End 


and Deſign then of Scripture Prophecies in 
general is the Keeping up a Faith in the 
true God, or in that God who was the God 


of Abraham and ſpake by the Mouth of 


his Prophets through the Operation of the 
Holy Ghoft, as a God of Sovereign Power 
over all the Earth, of Foreknowledge, of 


Mercy, of Judgment and of Truth 


But there are ſeveral Prophecies in Scrip- 
ture relating to the Meſliah and his King- 
dom, of which ſome already are, and iome 
ate not fulfill d. Of the latter Sort are ſuch 
as relate to the Return of the Jews to the 
Worſhip of the Meffiah or David their 
King ; to the flouriſhing State of that 

e 55 Church 
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Church and Nation after their Retum to 


— 


him; and to the more gencral Converſioan 1 


2 : 


Converſion and Reſtoration of the Ferws. 1 
But all the Prophecics relating co te 
Meſhah may be fairly cbnfidered, as no } 
of the Promiſe made to Abraham that in 1 
| his Seed the Fews, as well as all other Na- | ö i 
tions, ſhould be bleſſed ; and ſerved with n 
Reſpett to the ancient Fews to kcep up a 1 


Faith in the God df Abraham as the true 
Truth; or as a God that would in Fat =. 
redeerti and bleſs all Mankind through © If 
Means of the Seed of Abraham ; through If 
Means of the Meſſiah or Angecl-redeemer. | 
And indeed. that God requir'd in an - 10 
Ipecial Manner to be worfpipp'd as a God | 
of Truth; ſeems to be plainly intimated 1 
even in the Name Fehovab. To this Pur- . 
poſe it is faid in the Prophecy of the Pro- 1 
phet Malachi, Lam Jehovah, 1 chanpe not : 
therefore the Sons of Jacob are not conſum d. i 
Mad. 3: 6. Upon this Paſſage the Chaldec of 
Paraphraſt thus deſcants, I am the Lord, Wt | 
;- WI | haye not chang'd my everlaſting Cove- - "Ml 
c WT fant. And it is indeed even more plain and 
h Wl evident with Reſpect to the preſent Fews, 
ic Wl that they are therefore not conſum'd, that 
the Promiſe made to Abraham may in due 
Time be more effectually and amply fulfil'd 
5 e with 
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0 Refpe& to the Zews, as well as. with Re. 


Feu may be an everlaſting Monument of 
the divine Merey and of the divine Truth. 


ſeveral of the Prophecies relating to the 

Kingdom of the Meſſiah, is a ſenſible E- 

vidence that the God of Abraham, Iſaac, 
and Jacob; the ſame God that foretold a 


ſame Prophets through the Operation of 
the Holy Ghoſt; and who appears from 
the Completion of them to be the true God 
and Governor of the World, and who con- 


A 
ſpect to all other Nations; and that the 


And certainly, the manifeſt Completion of 


long Series of Events hy the Mouth of the 


firm'd by thoſe Prophecics the Promiſe 


made to Abraham; is a God of perfect 
Goodneſs and of perfect Truth: and may | 
ſerve to convince us, that ſuch Prophecies, , 
as are not yet fulfill'd, will, in due Time, p 
be fulfill'd alſo. And the more extraordi- 
nary and illuſtrious the Manner has been, ö 
in which the Promiſe made to Abraban, Ml - 
and the Prophecies by which it was con- x 
firm'd have been fulfill'd; the ſtronger is 
the Evidence of the Power, Goodneſs and 1 
Truth of the Fulfiller of them. 0 
One eſpecial End then of the Promiſe 
made to Abraham of bringing his Sced out G 
of that Land, wherein they were to ſuffer 7 
Bondage during the ſpace of four hundted Bi q 
Years ; of Gocks bringing the Children o it 


Iira? 


. 
Iſrael in ſuch an extraordinary Manner 
out of Egypt in Conſequenee of that Pro- 

miſe; of God's commanding himſelf to be 
worſhi pp'd by the Name of Zchovah; and 
of all the Prophecies relating to the Meſ- 
ſiah; was the begetting and keeping up a 
| Faith in the God of Abraham as a God of 
"Truth, Hence it appears that the modern 
Feus, ſince tis evident that the Time, in 
which it was foretold that the Meſſiah 
ſhould appear, has been long fince paſt ; 
and that many Things have been brought 
to pals, which were foretold as Events that 
ſhould be brought to pals in Conſequence 
of the Coming of the Meſſiah; have en- 
tirely e the Worſhip of the God 


as us'd by them, is no Sign of their being 
in Covenant with God, but of their Infi- 
delity and Disbelief in God as a God of 
Truth; and conſequently of their Disbelief 
in the true God, and of their being entirely 
out of the Covenant, For ſince the God 
of the modern Jet, or the Object of their 
Worſhip is of a quite different Nature and 
Character from the God of their Fathers 
he can in no wile be look*d upon as one and 
the ſame Jehovab, or ane and the ſame 
God. For the Sameneſs of Name is of no 
Conſequence, if the Character be entirely 
different; which is more viſibly evident, 
it ſuch Name was partly at leaſt, if not 
„ 1. 1 Chief y 
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of their Fathers: and that Circumciſion, 


„ | > 
chiefly deſigr'd to point out, and be ev. 
bee ſuch a paxticutar Character. This 
tevolt of the Ferws from the God of their 
Fathers is ins more manifeſt, if they deny 
as F conceide they do, a DittinQtion of Per-. 
ſons in the Godhead); the keeping up of | 
which Faith alſo was in fome Meaſure the 
End of the Promiſe made to Abraham, and 
of all the Prophecies ; more efpecially of 
_ thoſe that relate to the Mefſiah. Hence 
appears the Reaſon why the Jets have 
been fo long exchudedgrom the Land of 
Canaun which on Condition of their Con- 
tinuance in Covenant with the God of 
their Fathers, ee e to be given to 
them for an everlaſting: Poſſeſſion. For it 
is evident that Circumciſion, which in the 
beginning was the Seal of the Covenant, as 
usd by the modern Fewos, does not in the 
leaſt tend to the keeping up a Faith in the 
true God, nor to the Keeping up a Faith 
in God as a God of Truth; but to the keep- 
ing up a Faith in the God they worſhip as 
a God who is not a Fulfiller either of his 
Promiſes, his Contracts, or his Oaths, being 
in Fact therefore a Sign and Memorial of 
their utter Disbelief in him who keepech his 
Promiſe for ever; and that their giving 
the Name of the true God to the God they 
worſhip; ſerves no other End or Pur poſe, 
than that of more highly A en his 
holy Name. And certainly, wa” the 


zhecies and Promiſes were fulfill'd that re- 
fated to ſmaller Matters; it would appear 
abſurd in the higheſt Degree, to think that 


the moſt material Point of all ſtould not be 
if it be conſidered, that the fulfilling the 


But ſhould the Fews abſolutely deny that 


maintain that they are Worſhippers of the 
God of their Fathers, and have not revolted 
from his Covenant as obſerving conſtantly 


/ — 


his Promiſe made ta them of giving them 


Canaan, it being evident that they have 
been almoſt 2000 Years excluded from that 


verance of the Jetys from their preſent Cap- 


Appearance on Coming. But concerning 
the Time of Chriſt's Appearance or Coming 


Diſpute 


fulfill at the Time appointed ; eſprcially 


Means of keeping up a Faith in God, as a 
God that would in due Time fulfill tbe 
mo!t important and eſſential Point alſo. 


the Time is already paſt in which the Mef- 
fiah was ta came 1inta: the World, and ſtill 


the Rite of Circumeiſton ; even this would 
be no more than. juſtifying themſelves, and 
accuſing God, by cheir ſo doing, of the ut- 
noſt Falſhood and Prevarication in not 
having fulfill d his Part of the Covenant, or 


the everlaſting Paſſeſſion of the Land of 


Land; tho? I deny not but Chrilt's Deli- 
tividy,. may, in ſome. Senſe, be calld his 


in this Senſe, the Chriſtians have no 


** 
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lieve in God as a Fulfiller of his Promiſe 


Diſpute, that I know of, with the Zew;, 
but expect his Coming even as the Jeu, 


As the Redemption then of the World 
from Sin ar the Curſe and Condemnation 
of the Law, and the purchaſing not only 

Pardon of Sin but eternal Life alſo, thro' 
the voluntary Sufferings and Death of the 
Son of God, was a Fulfilling of God's Pro- 
miſe made to Abraham, and of the Pro- 
phecies by which that Promiſe was con- 
flirm'd, in a higher Manner than Man 
could conceive; and a Manifeſtation of the 
divine Goodneſs in a. Degree beyond hu- 
man Imagination: So fach as ſincerely be- 


in ſo illuſtrious and glorious a Manner ; in 
a Manner fo beneficial to all Mankind; and 
fincerely obey the divine Laws in Conſe- 
quence of ſuch Faith; give Glory to the 
God of Abraham in the utmoſt conceivable 
Manner through the higheſt, Acknowleds- 
ment of his Goodneſs and his Truth, and 
are the only Perſons that with joyful 

Hearts ſhew Nag Praiſe by Thankſgi- 
ving. Very jultly then may it be ſaid, e 
that believeth on the Son of God, hath the Wit- 
#e/5 in bimſelf : he that believeth not God, 
hath made him a Liar, (and conſequently 
unfit to be Judge and Governor of the 
World) becauſe he Believeth not the Record 
5 ne. | tat 
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that God pave of his Son. 1. John 5. 10. 
For as it may be ſaid that Chriſt manifeſted 


and ſhew'd forth his Power and Glory, and 
prov'd himſelf to be the Son of God by 
his Miracles Reſurrection and Miſſion of 
the 


* * N >. 


ſaid, that God manifeſted or declared him 


in all 


ther's Will. 


Nor is it at all to the Purpoſe to fay, 


that the Coming of the Meſſiah has been 


abſolutely prevented by the Wickedneſs of 


the Jeuiſb Nation. For the Bleſſing was 
not promig'd to the Fews only, but to all 


Families of the Earth; and nothing can 


be more ablurd_ than to imagine that the 


Bleſſing was denied to all other Nations 
whatſoever, on Account of the Wicked- 


neſs of the Fews. And indeed even the 


Jewiſb Opinion concerning the Kingdom 


of the Meſſiah, if it be conſiſtent with it- 
ſelf, can't ſuppole that the Meſſiah, at his 
Coming, ſhould find all Men entirely 
Righteous, but only that he ſhould make 
them ſo; not that there ſhould be a State 


of abſolute Righteouſneſs, even among 
the Fews, at the Time of his Appcar- 
ance, but that he ſhouid introduce ſuch 
a State. For otherwiſe, the Jeus had 


been 


oly Spirit; ſo it may no leſs truly be 


N Son, the Son acting 
II Things in Subordination to his Fa- 


I 
| 
t 
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been Partakers of the principal Part of the 


ſpecially mean the Dt 


ro his Prediction, (there bei 


feſt, that he that foretold theſe Events 
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et 
expofied Bleſſing, bee his Gotring 


I T crit but obſerve further, that-Chrit 
foretold ſome extraordinary Events, during 


his Abode on Earth, in an authoritative 
Manner, or as Events 'to be brought a- 
bout by his own Power. I here more e- 
ſtruction of Jeruſa- 
Jem, and the Calling of the Gentiles. And 


certainly, the bringing theſe Events ſo 


Ipeedily and effectually to paſs according 

5. ng not the leaſt 
Reaſon for doubting but he that foretold 
them, as Events to be brought to paſs b 


his own Power, did by his own Power ct- 


fe them) is a plain | Evidence of Chriſt's 


Power with Relpect to the Government of 
the Affairs of the World, or of his being 
in Union with the Father and the Holy 
Spirit ſupreme Governor over all the Earth, 


or the very Perſon by whom, and through 
the Operarion of the Holy Ghoſt, God at 
firſt created and hath ever ſince govern'd 
the World; and is confequently a plain 


Evidence of the Truth of the Chriſtian 
Religion. I may add, ſince the Rejection 


of the Fews and Calling of the Gentiles 


were foretold alſo by the Mouth of the an, 
cient Prophets through the Operation of 


the Holy Ghoſt, it is from thenee mant- 


the 


. 
1 —— pr rear pore reer 


by 


SD ur 


1 (81 5 gt. 
he ** 2 ” 0 3 to . ſpee- 
dil .br 40 t to. us D oon ower, 
2 | hin Fact fo peedily and effec- 
ctually brought them to paſs, is one 
nd this ſame God. And indeed, very 
remarkable is Chriſt's Prophecy concern- 
ing the Deſtruction of Feru/alem, O Je- 
ruſalem, Feruſalem, thou that Filleſ? the 
Prophets, and ſtonet them uhich are ſent © 
unto thee, how often would I bave pather'd 
5 Children together egen as a Hen ga- 
thereth ber Chickens under her Wings, and 
ye would not Behold, oo Houſe is left 
unto you deſolate.. For I ſay unto you, ye 
ſhall not ſee me henceforth, till ye ſhall. ſay, 
Bleſſed is be that cometh in the Name of the 
Lord. Mart. 23. 37s 3 39, Theſe Words 
e ſignify, both that Feruſalem ſhould 


ſpeedily overthrown and deſtroy'd by 
his Power by which it had been before pe- 
culiarly guarded and protected, and that 


nter this Deſolation the Fews ſhould re- 

| WH ccive nö more Marks of his peculiar Fa- 
wor and Protection, till ſuch Time as 
i Wl they ſhould believe in him as the Meſſiah 
er Son of God; till ſuch Time as they 
could worſhip and adore him. And cer- 


tanly, ſuch Converſion of the Fews will 
bea new Evidence of Chriſt's div ide Power: 
and this Argument will receive farther 
dtrength from Chriſt's bringing to paſs, 

bout the ſame K 1 ſome other — 


( 


of a very (extraordinary Nature; Which 


he hath foretold by the Mouch of his 


Apoſtles: I more eſpecially mean the Over. 
throw of Babylon, or his revealing that 


Wicked One, and conſuming him with the 
Spirit of bis Month, anti deſtroying him with 


_ the Brightneſs of bis Coming. 2. Theſs. 2. 8. 
hes ie een e 2344715 $ . 


In like Manner, the Re- eſtabliſument of 
tbe Jews in the Poſſeſſion of the Land of 
Canaan, in Conſequence of ſuch Conver- 
ſion, will be a plain Evidence of the Truth 
of the Chriſtian Religion; more eſpecially 


ſince the Land of Canaan was promis'd as 


a Poſſeſſion to the Jes, on no other Con- 


dition than that of being in Covenant with 
the God of their Fathers ; Excluſion from 
that Land being abſolutely denounc'd in 


Caſe of forſaking his Covenant, and re- 


volting from bis Worſhip: If then thi 
caſting away "of the Jews has been the recon- 


ciling of the World; what ſhall the receiving 


of them be, but Life 1700 the Dead? Rom. 


11. 1%. O that the Salvation , Iſrael were 


come out of Zion ! hen God "bringeth back 
the Captivity of his. People, Jacob ſhall re- 
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r E b, as being the Children 
* of Abraham 0 87e to the Fleſh, 
and as being initiated y Circurnci- J 
dy 10 the Covenant made with Abraham, 
eltern d toes the: peculiar People 
"of Gd, and undoubted Heirs of the Pro- 
miſe made to the Seed of Abrabam. Upon 
theſe a As well as upon ſome other Accounts 
before mention'd, they rejected the Doc- 
kkine of uſtific tion by Neath 1, and refus'd 
to believe i Chrit Jet Jefus' as 'the Purchaſer 
of a Lug ovenatt, viz. of Remiſſlon of 
Sins bn Condition of Faith in his Name. 
Hence it became neceflary fot the Apoſtles 
and Preachers of the Goſpel to deckte 
plainly, that the Jeus were rejected ot 
God, and no longer in Covenant with 
bim; and that the Gentiles ſhould now bc 
admitted into Covenant with God, and 
become his choſen' and pecutiar People. 
Such Declaration could not but be exceed- 
ingly offedfive to the Jes, and indeed 
Was partly the Cauſe of that mortal Hatred 
and Averfion which they always bore to- 
wards Chriſtians. But how offenſive ſoever 
1 kn „ l tuch 


bs 4 
815 xy 
Mea 


1 my Servants 
| 10 


| fuch; Declaration might be, yet ſuch E- 
vents could not juſtly be look d upon by 
them as Things ſtrange and incredible, 
they, being no ether than had Peen fre 
5 Ou foretold by their own Prophets; 
'To this Purpoſe God ſays by the Month of 


the Prophet Hoſea, for ye are not my Pe- 


Ple, and I will not be your God. Hos. 1, 9, 10, 
Yet the Number of the Children of 1ſrae] 
(all fuch being the Children of 1/-ac/ as 
are of theſame Faith with Iſrael) ſhall be 
as the Sand of the Sea, which cannot be 
meaſur'd nor numbred ; and it ſhall come 
"to paſs, that in che Place where it was fad 
unto. them, ye are not my People, there 

_ It. ſhall be ſaid unto them, ye are the Sons 
of the living God. And it is written in 
the Prophecy of Iſaiab, 'behold, my Servants 
ſhall eat, but ye ſhall be hungry behold, 
al drink, But ye ſhall be 

thirſty : behold, my Servants ſhall rejoyce, 

but ye ſhall be aſbam d: behold, my Servants 
ſhall fing for Joy of Heart, but ye ſhall cry 
or Sorrow of Heart, and ſhall bow! for 
 PFexation of Spirit, And ye ſhall kave your 

Name for a Curſe unto my choſen : for the 
Lord God ſhall ſlay thee, and call bis Ser- 

vants by another Nome that be who bleſſeth 
bimſelf in the Earth, ſhall Bleſs himſelf in 
the Cod of Truth: and be that ſweareth in 

- the Earth, ſhall ſwear by the God of Truth ; 


becauſe the former Troubles are forgotten 
e is 


3 (85) : 
and — they are hid from mine Eyes. 
For 'T create new Heavens,” and a 

new Earth; and the former ſhall not be re- 

membred, nor come into Mind. Iſaiah 65. 

13, 14, 15, 16, 15. Now nothing can 

be more evident than that, in the fore- 

going Words, there is a plain Diſtinction 
made between the Jeus and the Servants 
of God to whom the Fews ſhould be an 

Abomination. And it is very manifeſt 

that it is here foretold, that theſe Servants 

of God ſhould enjoy the Knowledge of 
the Truth ; ri kart be eve 
the Fews ſhould be hungry and thirſty, 

be Ft norance and Nr thy eſe 80. 

vants of God ſhould be call'd by another 

Name, and be free from thoſe Troubles 

and nr ge W ich 3 4 neceſſary Cen- 

ſequence of being under the Jeuiſh Co- 
venant, and contequently that "Ar would 

enter into 'another. Kind of Covenant with 
them; that they ſhould in an eſpecial Man- 

ner. acknowledge. and gloriſy God as a 

God of Truth; that the Lows on the 

contrary ſhould'be ſlain and deſtroy'd, and 

that ſuch new Covenant ſhould be eſtab- 
liſh'd, and the Jews ſlain, to the End 
that God might be thus glorify'd ; which 
can gen no leſs than that te 
Jeus ſhould be rejected of God and other 
Nations recciy'd into Covenant with him. 


And 


' 


"TE 5 
„And as it was clearly: foretold that the 
eros ſhould be rejected of Cod, and the 
Gentiles receiv'd into Favour, and admitted 
into Covenant with him; ſo it was no leſs 
become true Believers or Worſhippers of 
TT the true Godz and-the-Femis tal} into 3 
State of utter Infidelity; and that this In: 
fidelity of the Fews ſhould beloccafion'd, in 
a great Meaſure, by means of the Admiſ- 
ſion of the Gentiles into Covenant with God, 
or through Means of the Calling of the 
Gentiles. For firſt, Maſes ſaith, = 


God, they have provok'd me to Anger with 
their Panities : and-1 will move them to Fea- 
Jouſy with thoſe who are not a People, I will 
provoke them to Anger with a fooliſb Nation. 

Deut. 32. 21. But Vaiab is very bold and 
daith, I am ſought of them that asked nat 


far. me : I am found of them that ſought me 


not':: I. ſaid, bebold me, bebald me, unto u 
Nation that was not calld by my Name. 


But with, Reſpect to Iſrael he ſaith; I have 


ſpread out my Hands all-the, Day to à re- 


bellious.People. Timah: 65. 1, 2. The fol- 


lowing: Paſſages Alſo are very worthy of 


Obſervation, *therefore-thus faith the Lord 


4 Stone, a tried Stone, a precious Corner 
Stone, à ſurs Foundation.: be that bulicuet“ 
ſhall not be aſpam' d. Iſaiah 28. 16. And: 
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. nly declar'd, that the Centiles ſhould 


o 
mov d me to Fealouſy with that which is not 
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Al. beifor- a Canctuary; Bur 75 a Stone of 


Stumbling; and for a Rock of Offence to both 
the 7 25 F IIrael, or 4 Gin and for a 
Snare: to the:;:Inhab 3 of f.. Jeruſalem. 
Iſaiah 8. 14. And they ſhall paſs through 
it. hardly beftead and hungry: and it ſhall 
come to puſo, tbat when they ſhall be hungry, 
they ſhall fret themſelves, . curſe their 
King and their Gods and look upwards. 21. 
From theſePaſſagesit may be fairly inferr'd, 
that as the Jeus ſhould 2 rejected of God, 
or no longer regarded as his peculiar Peo- 
ple, on Account of their Infidelity ; ſo the 
Gentiles ſhould: be accepted of God on Ac- 


count of their 8 that, Faith, 


whereunto: hey: ſhould be Pd... Fe 

ala this ie” chit = the: Adwiſtics 
of the Gentiles into Covenant with God is 
a convincing Evidence, that by the Seed of 
Abraham to whom the principal Part of 
the Bleſſing belong'd, they only were not 
to be underſtood, who were of the Seed of 
Abraham according to the Fleſh ; but that 
all -fuch:ſhould be accounted for the Seed 


of Abrabam who were of the ſame Faith 


with him, or Believers in, and ſincere 


Worthippers of the ſame God fo the Pro- 
phecies, concerning the Infidelity and Re- 
|eQion of the Fews, ſhew plainly, that all 


ſuch were not reputed for the Sced of 


the 


was | in the Sight of (God, as were of 


5 
the Seed of Abraham according to the Fleſh. 
| And indeed, that A Diſtinction was always 
made between thoſe that were of the Seed 
of Abraham according to the Fleſh, is very 
evident. For 1ſbmac} was the Son of 4bra. 
bam according to the Fleſh as well as I/aac, 
and was circumcis'd even as Iſaac was; and 
yet Iſaac and his Seed, and not Iſpmae i and 
Lis Seed, were Heirs of the Promiſe made 
to Abraham, and to them belong'd the 
Hhleſſing. The Reaſon was, bow Tſaac 
was a true Believer, whereas Ifmael was 
an Infidel. And as Iſaac was a true Be- 
liever and Iſbmae ! an Infidel, fo Iſaac, in 
the : Apoſtles Opinion, was call'd or e- 
lected, and not I/bmae/ ; and this Calling 
or Election, in the Opinion of the ſame 
ee was not owing to any previous 
Works, but was an act of meer Grace and 
Favour. That the Caſe is thus repreſented l 
in the Writings of the Old Teſtament alſo, 
s particularly evident from what God faith | 
to Moſes, I will be gracious to whom I will 
be gracious, and will ſhew Mercy on whom I 
dull ſpew Mercy. Exod. 33. 19. The ſame 
s alſo manifeſt from the Example of Ja- 
cad and Eſau. And this Example of Ja- 
cob and Eſau ſhews likewiſe, that a Di- 
ſtin Lion was made even between the Seed 
of Iſauc according to the Fleſh, tho? {/aac 
and his deed were peculiarly Hcirs of the 
| Promiſe made to Abraham. For when 
a VVV Rebecca 


P 
Rebecra had conceiv'd by Iſaac, even be- 
fore the Children were born, and conſe- 
quently before they had done cither Good 
or Evil, on Account of which the one 


might be accepted, and the other repro- 
bated or rejected, it was ſaid unto her, the 


Elder fhall ſerve the Younger. Gen. 25. 23. 


not Efau Jacob's Brother? yet I loved Jacob, 
and ' hated Eſau. Mal. 1. 2, 3. This 


4 prophane Perſon, who for one Mor ſel of 
Meat © ſold bis Birth-right. Heb. 12. 16. 
And yet we find that Eſau was, in ſome 
Sort, neceſſitated hereunto by Extremity 


and in the Caſe of the Bleſſing wherewith 
as being highly provok'd, threatned to 
kill his Brother Jacob; yet at their Meet- 
ing, after a long Abſence from each other, 
no one could behave himiclt more affec- 
did. And indeed, as to his moral Charac- 
certainly Eſau was circumcis'd in like Man- 
ner as Facob was, as was before obſerv'd 


fo I think this Matrer ſufficiently cRar'd 


And God faith further, many Years after, 
by the Mouth of one of the Prophets, *was 


Eſau in the Epiſtle to the Hebrews is call'd 


of Hunger ; and that both in this Caſe, 


Iſaac bleſſed Jacob, Fatob was the Supplan- 
ter. And tho? upon this Occaſion, Eſau, 


tionate ly towards his Brother, than Eſau 
ter, it will be difficult to prove that Eſau 
was not as good a Man as Jacob. And 
with Reſpe& to 1ſaac, and Imacl. Nor 


N ug 


up, by ſaying that this Love of God to- 
wards Jacob, and Hatred towards Eſau, re- 


temporal Bleſſings upon the Poſterity of 
the 1 of Eſau: but yet we may 
underſtood by it, till ſuch Time as Life 
through the Goſpel. We find however, 
that the Land of Canaan was given to the 
Poſterity of Jacob, and not to the Poſte- 


rity of Eſau; and that the Edomites were 
for ſeveral Vears tributary to the Kings of 


turn from their Captivity in Babylon, as 
the Jeus were; but were ſhortly after 


But ſurely there is no one, 
future State of Rewards and Puniſhments, 


ether? faith the Lord; yet 1 loved Jacob 


(9) 


lated to the conferring ſome extraordinary 
Jacob, and ſuch as were not conferr'd upon 
reaſonably ſuppoſe, that no more was 
and Immortality were brought to Light | 


that this Matter was ſo far true in Fact, as 


Fudah. Nor were they reſtor'd to fo 
flouriſhing a Condition, aſteir their Re- 


overthrown and ſubdued. by the Zews, 

that believes a 
but muſt conceive there was ſomethi ng fur- 
-ther imply'd in the fore-mention'd Words | 
of the Prophet; was not Eſau Jacob's Bro- 


and hated Eſau. And the Edomites, tho 5 
the Sons of T/aac according to the Flcth, WW /; 
are call'd by the ſame Prophet, the People Wl ,,, 

againſt whom the Lord bath Indignalion for bi 


eber. Mal. 1. 4. 


0 


In Order then to the underſtanding this 
Affair, it muſt be obſery'd that Eſau was 

the elder Brother ; and that, as ſuch, he 

had a peculiar Right and Title to the pro- 
mis'd Bleſſing. For Eſau was not the Son 
of a Bond- Woman as Ihmael was; but the 
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Son of Rebecca, even as Jacob was. But | 
Fſar's voluntary giving up and relinquiſh- | 
ing his Right and Title to the promis'd Lf 
Bleffing, upon ſuch mean Conditions, [i 
plainly ſhew'd either a Disbelief of the ful- 1 
filling of the divine Promiſe, and conſe- i 
quently a Disbelief either of the divine "n 
Truth or of the divine Power; or elſe i 


argued a very mean Opinion of the pro- 
mis'd Bleffing ; and even the latter would 
imply a Disbelief either of the divine Good- 
neſs or of the divine Power, or of the Power 
or Goodneſs of the God of Abraham. As 
Jaac then was a true Believer, and Ihmae! 
an Infidel ; ſo the ſame may be ſaid with 
Reſpect to Jacob and Eſau. This Infide- 
lity of Eſau is very manifeſt from bis Be- 
haviour, at the Time of parting with his 
Birth- right. For Eſau ſaid, *beho/4 F am 
at the Point to die, and what Profit ſhall _ 
this Birth-right do to me? Gen. 25. 42. 
And he did eat ang drink, and roſe up, and 
went his Way. thus Eſau deſpis'd his Birtb- 
right. 34. As Eſau then thus forfeited his 
Birth-right, he could not but loſe the Blef- 
ung alſo, theſe being in Effect but one 
1 N 2 and 
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(92). 


and the ſame Thing. And indeed it is ob- 
* fervable, that in the Bleſſing wherewith 
Haas bleſſed Jacob inſtead of Eſau; there 


is a manifeſt Alluſion made tothe Bleſſing 
wherewith God bleſſed Abraham, in the 


- 
— 


following Words; *curſed be every one that 


curſeth thee, bleſſed be he that Bleſſeth thee. 
Gen. 27. 29. In like Manner, when Ja- 
cob was charg'd to go to Padan aram, and 
take a Wife from thence, Jaac bleſſed 


him, and ſaid, *God Almighty Bleſs thee, and 


make thee fruitful and multiply thee, that 
thou mayeſt be a Multitude People: and 
give thee the Bleſſin of Abraham, to thee, 
and to thy Seed with thee ; that thou mayeſt 
inherit the Land wherein thou art a Stran- 
ger, which God gave unto Abraham. Gen. 
28. 3z 4. And this Bleſſing of Abraham 


Vas afterwards promiled to Iacob by God 


A mighty himſelf. But it is certain that 
ths Blefting promis'd to Abraham and to 
bis Sced, contain'd ſomewhat of a far higher 


| Nature, than the meer Poſſeſſion of the 


Land of Canaan ; to which greater Bleſ- 

_ fivg if Eſau had any Right and Title thro! 

Faith, it can't be conceiv'd that he had 

been excluded from the other. I conclude 
then that E/au was an Infidel, and Jacob 
a true and fincere Believer : and that the 
former was therefore rejected, and look'd 
upon as a prophane Perſon in the Sight of 

| God, and the latter accepted and We 


K ed Md awd; pw. ey one en. 


And as Eſau was an Unbeliever, ſo alſo 
ſuch. were his Poſterity, and on this Ac- 
count chiefly they are call'd the People a- 
inft whom the Lord hath Indignation 
125 ever, God having determin'd not to 
call them, at leaſt for ſeveral Ages, to the 
true Faith. But yet it appears from hence, 
that the Zews have little Reaſan to boaſt 
of any Right and Title to the promis'd 
Bleſſing, meerly on Account of their be- 


ing the Children of Abrabam according to 1 
the Fleſh; ſince if the Title were io deſcend bl | 
accerding to the Fleſh, it muſt be ſuppog'd 1 
to belong to the Children of Eſau rather = 
than to the Children of Jacob; nor did A 


Eſau otherwiſe forfeit the Bleſſing than 
through Unbelief  _ 5 


But tho? one Perſon be juſtify'd on Ac- 
count of his Faith, and another be under 
the Sentence of Condemnation on Account 
of his Infidelity ; yet it can't beſo properly 
ſaid, that a Perſon is call'd on Account of 
bis Faith, as that he is call'd to the Faith. 
Much leſs can it be ſaid that a Perſon is 
call'd on Account of his Works, ſince no 
Work, that is previous to a true Faith, can 
be pleaſing and acceptable in the Sight of 
God, Works morally good being no o- 
therwiſe acceptable in the Sight of God, 
chan as proceeding from a true Faith. And 

a Perſon that is call'd to the true Faith, and 


rr AS. TR IT 
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be elected or choſen. We may obſerve 


«© + 


then two Significations of the Word call'd, 


In the former Signification it may be ap- 
Ply'd to all thofe, who are ontward or no- 


minal Profeſſors of the true Faith, hut yet 


don't ſincerely ' embrace it in their Hearts; 
but in Fact either greatly err from the 
Truth, or elſe do not bring forth in Con- 
fequence of a true Faith, the Fruits of 
Righteouſneſs and Holineſs. In this Senſe 
it may be faid, that many are calPd, but 


Feu choſen, Mat. 20. 16, In the latter Sig- 


nification 1t can be 28 to thoſe only 
who are juſtify*d, and w ugh 

ſeverance in the true Faith, and in true 
Holineſs, will hereafter be glorify'd, as 
being not only Profeſſors of the Truth, but 
Doers alſo; and ſuch are elected or choſen. 
And it is evident, that God hath ſometimes 
us'd extraordinary Means, both for calling 
Perſons to the true Faith, and for the Con- 
firmation of thoſe in the true Faith whom 
he had before call'd. This Calling or E- 
lection on God's Part is the Performance or 
| Permiſſion of ſome Act or Series of Actions, 
from whence God foreſees a Perſon will 
take Occaſion, through the internal Gui- 
dance and Direction of his Holy Spirit, of 


becoming a true Believer, or of confirming - 


himſelf in the true Faith; and the harden- 
; 9 08 ing 


quence thereof ſincerely embraceth | 
that Faith to which he is call'd, is ſaid to 


who through Per. 


ing aPerſon's Heart and blinding bis Eyes, 
or the reprobating a Perſon, is the Perfor- 
of Actions, from whence God foreſees ſuch 


Truth ſo far as is requiſite to Salvation, of 
becoming an Unbeliever, or of confirming 
himſelf in his Infidelity. And incaſe God 
be ſuppos'd to foreſee, that this Infidelity 


Means of the Performance or Permiſſion of 
ſuch A& or Series of Actions, become fi- 
nal, notwithſtanding a ſufficient Ability 
through the divine Aſſiſtance of diſcover- 
ing the Truth, and yet that God hath ab- 


8 


abſolutely reprobated. In like Manner, if 
God be ry to foreſee that in Caſe of 


W 


of Actions, a Perſon will from thence take 


Holy Spirit, of ſincerely embracing and ſo 


1 tha the will perſeyere therein even unto the 
' End, and to have abſolutely predetermin d 
f to uſe ſuch Means of bringing a Perſon to, 


luch Perſon may be ſaid, in ſame Senſe, to 


Perſon will take Occaſion, , notwithſtanding 

ſufficient Aſſiſtance of his Holy Spirit for 

Tad him to the Knowledge of the 
lo 


or Hardneſs of a Perſon's Heart, will, thro? 


ſolutely determin'd either to perform or 
permit ſuch Act or Series of Actions, ſuch _ 
a Perſon may, in ſome Senſe, be ſaid to be 
performing or permitting ſuch Act or Series 


Occaſion, through the Guidance of the 


far confirming himſelf in the true Faith, as 


and fo far confirming him in the true Faith, 


be 
— A 


| be. abſolutely elected or choſen, I mean 
with Reſpect to ſuch Foreknowledge and 
Predetermination. Our Calling and Elec. 
tion then, as well as Juſtification, muſt, on 
God's Part, be an Act of meer Grace and 


« 


Favour. 


But in Order to the underſtanding this 
Doctrine more clearly, it will not be amiſs 


to conſider the Caſe. of the Fews more di- 
ſtinctly. That a Diſtinction was made be- 


tween thoſe of the Jeuiſh Nation in the Time 
of Elijah, even between thoſe who were e- 


qually of the Seed of Abraham in the Line 
of Jſaac according to the Fleſh, and were 
in like Manner admitted into the Covenant 
of Circumciſion, is very maniſeſt. For 
Elijab maketh Interceſſion to God againſt 
Iſrael, ſaying, hey have forſaken thy Co- 
venant, thrown down thy Altars, and ſlain 
thy Prophets with the Sword ;' and I, even 
T only am left, and they jeek my Life to take 

it away. 1 Kings 19. 14, But what faith 


the Anſwer of God unto him? Ter I have 


left me feven thouſand in Iſrael, all the 
Knees which have not bow'd unto Baal, and 
every Mouth which bath not kiſſed him. 18. 
We ſee then that ſuch only of the Fews 


were at that time confider'd as God's Peo- 


pic, who were call'd and to confirm'd in the 


Faith. Even ſo then, faith the Apoſtle, 
*at this preſent Time alſo there is a Remnant 
GA Ok according 


. . ci 45 


baten the ace; ; 
11. &. God foreſeeing that ſuch and'ſuch , 


but the E 
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to the Election gf Grace; Rom. 


7 


Jeu would from thence take Occaſion of 


embracing the true Faith; but yet fore. 
leeing alſo that a far gfcater Number of 


them would take Occaſion from thence, 


through their own Folly and Perverſneſs 

and not through any irr<fiſtible Decree 

neceffitating them thereunts, of more fully 
confirming themſel ves in their Infidelity”; 


the former of which God is therefore fai 


to have call'd or elected, and to have har! 
den'd the latter, I fay then, Tfracl hath not © 
obtain d that which he ſecketh for, 7. or hath _ 
not obtain'd Juſtification and Acceptanie 
with God, as ſeeking after it not by FaitF, 
but through the Righteouſneſs of the Lau 
he Ledien or ſuch as have been calld 
to and confirm'd in the true Faith, and in 
Conſegquence thereof ſeek after Juſtifica- 
tion through the Righteouſnets of Faith 
and not. through the Righteouſneſs of the 
Law, or tiot through a perfect Obſervante 
of the Law, but through a true Faith and 


lincere not perfect Obedience to the divine 


Law in Conſequence of ſuch Faith, have 


obtain'd it, and the reſt were blinded © ac- 


cording as it is written, Je F [but their 


Fyes, that they. cannot ſee ; and ther Hearts 


that they cannot unde fand ; Wainh 44. 18. 


or as the Apoſtle expreſſeth ir, Cod hath 


3 7 * re er Ce ener 9 
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_ - given them the Spirit - Samy 5h Eyes that 
4 


not hear unto this Day. Rom. 11 8. (1) 


5 Bur L ther, a s the Doctrine of Juſtifica- 
tion by. Faith, and of the Admiſſion of the 
Gentiles into Covenant with God upon e- 
qual Terms with the Jews, who gloried in 
ng the Children of Abrabam and the 
peculiar People of God, and, thergfore in- 


om 


* 


Hiſfed upon Pripileges peculiar & them. 
N cy wanker Wrws i 
utterly rejecting the Chriſtian Doctrine, 
and conſequently of utterly; fejecting the 
Worſhip of the true God; and as this Calling 
of the Gentiles was effected after a very 
extraordinary Manner; ſo God may be 
faid, in ſome Senſe, to have given thereby 
a more than ordinary Occaſion to the Jews 
of forſaking his Worſhip and Service. 
Hence the Fews are introduc'd by the Pro- 
| phet Iſaiah, as chuscomplaining'; O Lord, 
 .. why haſt thou made us to err from thy Ways? 
and hardened our Heart from thy Fear? 
- Ifaiah 63. 17. But are we then to imagine, | 
| that this Qccaſion of erring from the Truth 
was given to the the Jeu meerly on Ac- 
copunt of leading them into Error? Have 
they therefore ſtumbled that they might fall: 
Rom. 11. 11. We find the contrary to be 


true 


true in Fact ʒ the Caſting away of the Fes, 
according to the Prophccies that were be- 
fore written concerning them, having been 


evidently an Occaſion of the Converſion 
of a far greater Number of the Gextiles, 
When therefore the Felne/s of the Gentiles 
ball be come in, Rom. 11. 25. or the Rejec- 
tion of the Fews no longer anlwer the 
End and Deſign for which it was intended; 
- 248. when the Gentiles ſhall be no longer 
| induc'd thereby to embrace or continue in 
the true Faith, and conſequently when 
there ſhall be a great Falling away of the 
Gentiles, then will follow the Converſion 
or Recalling of the Jews; and this Re- 
calling of the Tes will be a Means of a 
more general Converſion of the Gentiles. 
Beſides as the divine long-ſuffering and 


- i 5 


Forbearance could not have been ſo effec- 
tually diſplay'd had the Fetus been recall'd 
ſonner to the Faith; ſo had they been re- 

ſtor d to their own Land in Conſequence of 
their Converſion to the true Faith, any 


A 
pb: conſiderable Time at leaſt, before God had 
given ſome extraordinary Mark and Evi- 
Boa of his Diſpleaſure againſt the abſo- 
Jute Maintainers ot the Me: it of their own 
Works; ſuch Re-admiſſion and Reſtora- 
tion could haye fery'd no other End and 
Purpoſe, than that of introducing a gene- 
ral Corry tion into the whole hah of 
Chriſt, For ſince the Fews were abſolute 
\ ..... 02 . 
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"Maintainers of the Neceſſity of fulfilling 


the whole Law, and wholly truſted in 


their own Righreouſneſs before their Ex- 
pulſion 4 1 4 r own Land; 
Doubr, bur in ſuch Cale, they would ave 
quickly rclaps'd into the ſame Kind of O- 
| pinion. O the Depth of the Riches both of the 


Wiſdom and Knowledge of God! How un- 


unaſſiſted Reaſon of Man ; and his Ways, 
without the help and Aſſiſtance of divine 
Revelation, paſt finding out! For who bath 


Fnown or found out, without ſuch Affittance, 
the Mind of the Lord; or who hath been, or 


is indeed able to be his Counſellor ? Or who 
bath firſt given to him, and it ſhall be recom- 
 pensd unto bim again? For of bim, and 
Through him, aud to him are all Things: to 


hom be Glory for Ever. Amen. Rom. 11. 
3, RE. "Phis Hath "God -ron- 
I 0 


.cluded all both Fews and Gentiles in Un- 
belief, that he might have Mercy upon 
all; and that neither the Jeus might boaſt 
of any peculiar Merit or Worthineſs on 
Account of which they were anciently 
_ Choſen before all People, more eſpeciall 

as having been ſince caſt off and N del, 
nor the Gentile Chriſtians boaſt af any pe- 


culiar Merit or Worthineſs of their own, 


on Account of which they were preferr d 


before the Jeus and call'd to che Know- | 


"+ * rage 


eir own Land; there is no | 


ſearchable are bis Fudęmeuts by the natural 
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ledge” of the Truth of the Goſpel; tbe 
Gentiles having been, b. fore their Conver- 
ſion, deeply ſunk into the moſt abominable 
Idolatry, and loft in utter Infidelity, and 
having fince fallen from the true Faith; 
but that all might acknowledge that their 
Calling and E éction is the Effect of the 
meer Grace and Favour of God. Of this 
Truth both the Jewiſh aud Gentile World 
will certain ybe more fully convinc'd; than 
either it now is or ever has been, when 
the chief Seat of the Chriſtian Church ſhall 
be deſtroy'd; and the Jeu, upon their 
Converſion, and hearty and ſincere Con- 
feſſion of God's Truth and Righteouſneſs, 
and of their own Wickedneſs and Unwor- 
thineſs, re-admitted into their own Land. 
Thus as the Prophet 1/azab, ſpeaking of 
the Jews ſays, the City hall be lom in a 
low” Place; Ifaiah 32. 19. or rather ſhall 
be greatly abas'd. And in another Pace it 
is written, and there ſhall be upon every high 
Mountain, and upon every high Hill, Rivers 
and Streams of Waters, in the Day of the 
great Slaughter, when the Towers fall. 
| Moreover, the Light of the Moon ſhall be as 
the Light of the Sun, and the Light of the 
Sun ſhall be Seven-fold, as the Light of ſeven 
Days, in the Day that the Lord bindeth up 
the Breach of bis People, and healeth the 
Stroke of their Wound, Igiah 30. 25, 60 


„ 

(.) And indeed if we conſider, that there 
can be no due Thank fulneſs without a due 
Senſe of our own Sinfulneſs 


and Unwor- 
thineſs; that God can be no otherwiſe duly 
glorify'd as a God of Truth with Reſpect 
to the Promiſe made to Abraham, than by 
maintaining the Doctrine of Juſtification 


by Faith in Oppoſition to that of the Me. 


rit of Works ; that upon Suppdfition of 
the real Merit of morally good Works, 
in Caſe ofa Man'shaving done more Good 
chan Evil, Thank iving would be rather 
a Duty due from God to Man than from 


tion than which can't eaſily enter into the 
Heart of Man; and how apt Men are to 
attribute ſome Kind of real Merit and Wor- 
chineſs to themſelves, on Account of which 
they may claim Acceptance above others 

at the Hands of God; we can't wonder 
that a more than ordinary Care ſhould be 
ſuch vain Conceits. For this Reaſon, tho 
ce ancient Feu are call'd a holy People 
deed all People are that are fincere Wor- 
ſhippers of the true God, and are conſe- 
quently ſanctify'd by the Holy Ghoſt thro* 
| Laich z yet they are ſtrictly charged not 


| {1) See Iain 3. 11 12, We. 26. 20, 21, 27. * Pla, 
7h 14 Rev. 19. 17, 18, 21. fr, 26. Iſaiah 40. 
* 4 . 


61. 10. Rev. 21. a. Iſaiab g. 5, 6, 7. Rev. 18. 6. 


1 
to think chat the Lord had given the Land 
of Canaan, or that the divine Favour was 

ſnewn towards them in ſo illuſtrious a Man- 
ner on Account of their own Righreouſneſs 
or the Uprightneſs of their Hearts, as muuy 
of them vainly imagin'd, for that they 
were a ſtubborn and ſtiff-necked People; 
but e the Wickedneſs of theſe Nations 
the Lord drove them out from before them, 
and that he might perform the Word which 
the Lord ſware unto their Fathers, 'Abra 
ham, Ifaac,'and Jacob, Deut. 3 4 F. The 
End and Reaſon then of theſe Proceedings, 
was God's manifeſting himſclf to be the 
true God and Governor of the World, and 
likewiſe a Godof perfect Truth, of Mercy, 
and of ent, a Forgiver of Sins, an 
Avenger of. Wickedneis, and a punctual 
F alkiler - 8 — @ fora that by thus 
pointing himſelf out as the proper Object 
2 Wont p and Altvrationz wor only the 
Gentiles might have an eſpecial Opportu- 
nity of knowing the true God, had they 
lieve in and to worſhip him, made thoſe 
Things to become Means of more obfti- 
| natel * ING 904: bro 8 
which, if rightly apply'd, had brought 
them to a dhe ee of * : 
Truth ; (from whence at leaſt it appears 
that their Infidelity was voluntary and in- 
excuſable) but that the Jratlites more 
es Toner N eſpecially 


C OE. 

eſpe Salty might be indue'dthereby; to bo- 
lieve in him, and to give unto im the 
Honour that is due unte his Name. To 


this Purpoſe it may be obſerwd further, | 


that after the ten Tribes were carried into 
Captivity, the Inhabitants of Jeruſalem 
exalted themielves: againſt them as utterly 


unworthy, in Compariſon of themſelves, 


of the divine. Favour, ſay lag, get ye far 
From the Lord: unto, us is this Land given 
in Poſſeſion. Eze. 11. 1 5. And: as for the 
Tfrachtes, they look d ub this Captivity, 
either as a Breach of the: Promiſe made to 
Abraham concerning the everlaſting Pol- 
ſeſſion of the Land of Canaan, or clie as an 
Indication of Want of Power in him by 
whom that Promiſe was made; or rather 
thought diſhonourably of God in both 
theſe Reſpects, and 4 clard: the. ſame a- 
mong the Heathens. Theſe, ſay they, are 
the People of the Lord, ald are gonc fol 


out of his Land. Exe. 36. 20, And this 


they ſaid, as Perſons tliat had not forſaken 


the Covenant, but had a Right and Title, 
as be ng circumtigd and . Children of 


Abraham acc -ording? touhe Fleſb, 40 all 
the Benefits of it z not conſidering «that 
they had utterly rehnquiſh'd: the Worſhip 
of the God of Abraham, and; were con- 
Tequently in his Sight» oncireumcis d, and 
no longer reputed for the Seed oſ {brabam. 
e chis Occaſion the Lord ſaith Mas thc 
25 outh 


4 Wy 


5 


Houſe of Iſrael, thus ſaith the Lord God, I 


Ho wot this for your ſakes, O Houſe of Iſrael, 
but for mine holy Names-fake, which ye 
have profaw'd among the Heathen,  whither 


ye wen: © Hud T ll ſanthifh my grit 
Name which war profan'd among the Hea- 


T will take you from among the Heathen, 


will bring you into your own Land, Then 


And from all your Idols (or from all your 


a new Spirit will I put within you aud I 
will take away the ſtony Heart out of your 
Fleſb, and 1 will give you an Heart of Fleſh, 
And I will put my Spirit within you and 
cauſe you to walk in my Statutes, and ye 


hc T1 will be your Ged. 8 I will ala ſave 


> 08 


＋ mine holy Name, which the Houſe 
of Iſrael had profar'd among the Heathen 


LM... 
575 of the Prophet Ezekiel, but I bad 
"I 

. whither they went. Therefore ſay unto the 


then, -which ye have profan'd in tbe midſt of 
them, and the Heathen ſbull know that Tam 
the Lord, ſaith the Lord God, when IT ſhall 


and gather you out ' of all Countries, and | 


"will T ſprinkle clean Water upon you, and 
ye ſhall be clean: from all your Filthineſs, 


ſpiritual Wickedneſſes of which Idolatry 
may be elteem'd the chief) will I cleanſe 
you. A new Heart alſo will Igive you, and 


— —— — — 
8 3 — * 


ſhall keep my Fudements and do them, And mo 
ye ſhall thwell in the Land that I gave to 
. Hour Fathers, and ye foall be my People, aud 
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own Land. But the latter Part of the fol- 


t 105 * . 


l 


e ee ee 1 wit 


Conn ane, will 52 5 it, and 

a ans T4 £1; 0 
we your own evi "ays, ar Longs 

| bat were not y ad, and. joall . 

| F n bt fa — von nit ies and 


5 1 gon founde 
| Jo ne own Hays, Haſs of iracl. Exe. | 
| 36: 354-260) 302 267 26, 2 28, 2 295 30, 
We fee then, that the End of 
2M Mapa, and Declarations is 
*  begetting a true Faith in as many as 
may be 3 che making them duly ſenſible 
of the Paufet.and Kanhfuineld of the God 
.of Abs abum, and of his free and gracious 
Mercy and Goodneſs towards them that 
| liens: in him; or the bringing as many 
as may be to a true Senſe of their Sins, to 
true Humility, Obedience and Thankful- 
' neſs and in Conſequence thereof to eternal 
Life. It ſeems proper to obſerve that 
theſe Propbecies, as nag as many others 
in the Old Teſtament, were fulall'd only 
in Part, when the Fews were recall'd from 
' their Captivity in Babylon; and will not 
be fully compleat«d, ont] ſuch Time as 
the Jews ſhall be again reſtor'd;nnto their 


_ "ung Prophecy of Hoſea can ſcarcely be 
aid to have been * fultil'd "ru in 
art 


, Chilari tn of 


1 407% 
Part, *or the Chen | 
man Dajs without a N. 


ou? an. ge, "and 5 75 an Ephed, and 
without 9, 9 5 m. Aſftetward ſhall the 


fear the 100 and his Goodneſs in the latter 


Da T. od hath proms'd then to re- 
ce the Jews to their own Land, and o 

the true Faith in the latter Days; fo bath 

he likewiſe declar'd, thar he rl do this 

not for their own ſakes, nor on Account 


of any Merit or Woithinefs of their own, 


but out of meer Grace and Favour ; to the 


End that all Men m ight become duly ſen- 
fible of his Truth an 


of their own Unworthineſs ; and no Flefb 


might glory in his Preſence. 4" Opr. "1: 2. 


Since then the 7 eus will not be recall'd on 


Account of Rd own Righteouſneſs ; it is 
b y manifeſt, that rhe are not now ex- 


ded on Account of their Immorality or 
their fidelity. 


I fhall here Ake UK to | baits 5 
Caſe of Pharash, whoſe Heart God is faid 


to have barden'd, and moreover t have 
raifd him up for this wy Led. Purpoſe to 


1 in bim bis Power ; * + 15. and 


F3 . 


Iſrael ſhall abide 


ng, and without a 
Prince, 45 Without & Sacrifice, and with- 


ſrael ; 5 0 ny and ſeek the Lord 
their G and David their King, and fhull 


of his free gracious 
and unmerited Mercy and Goodneſs, and 
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from thence have an eſpecial Opp 

of arriving at the Knowledge af the true 
Sod. And tho? God foreſaw, that Pha. 
5 701 would only take Occaſion, from the 
0 


- 


' hardening or confirming himſelf the mote 


* 
- 


Worſhip ; and likewiſe, that many of the 


N 7 9 K oO | 8 ( 108 " * 8 v | 
.that his Name might be declar'd through- 
out all the Earth, or that all Men might 


> , 


P 


800 of his many Wonders and Miracles, 
F oppoſing bis Will and Worſhip, and 


1 


in his Infidelity ; yet he foreſaw alſo, that 


» 


* N 1 : 


this would remove an Objection that 
might be made againſt the Extenſiveneſs of 
his Goodneſs, by ſhewing -plainly, that 


a 


Want of ſufficient Evidence was not the 
true Reaſon why the Gentiles rejefted his 


Ifraelites at leaſt, through Means of thoſe 
Miracles which. were evident Sighs of his 
Power and Authority with Reſpect to the 
Government of the World, would become 


ſincere Worſhippers of him; and conſe- 


5 would become ſuch, in ſome Sort, 


through the Hardneſs of Pharaoh's Heart, 
which occaſion'd the multiplying them to 


' to Jong a Number. And indeed, the 
ma 


ing ſuch extraordinary Promiſe to 


Abraham and his Seed, with which the 


ſetting themſelves at a farther Diſtance 


Egyptians were without Doubt made ac- 
quainted, and the fulfilling it in ſo wonder. 
"x a Manner, may be naturally ſuppos'd 
to have given Occaſion to the Egyptians of 


than 


ortunity 


nie EE. 


= TT. _---- 


* 


* 
= 


n 


than ordinary from the Worſhip of the 
God. of Iſrac/. as thinking themſel ves in 
a Manner rejected of that God, by whom 


"BE . 


uch peculiar Marks of Favour were ſhewn 


to the I aelites. But yet it is evident, that 
they might have far more reaſonably con- 
cluded, not only that that God, who exhi- 
f bited {uch viſible Mark 8 of abſolute and 


unlimited Power and Authority, was the 
true God, and ſupreme Governor over all 


the Earth, and that this God was an exact 
Fultiller of all his Premiſes; but alſo that 


be who manifeſted his Power in ſo extra- 


ordinary a Manner in Fav ur of them that 
worſhipp'd- him, or rater of the Secd of 
thoſe who were rema'kable for their ſteady 
Adhercnce to his Worſhip and Service, 
would alio beſtow fome poor Marks of 
his Favour on any other People that would 
become Worſhippers of him. (1) Beſides, 
it ought to be conſidered; that the Epyp- 
 fians at this Time excel.'d all other Nations 


in Politeneſs and Literature, 


I. he Sum of the Matter ſeems to be this. 
God forefaw from the Beginning, that the 

firſt Man would be tempted to Tiobe his 
Will, and that very few or-'none would be 

ſav'd, upon the Terms of ablolute Obe- 
dience, tho all ſhould be enabled, through 


(n See Think $6. 3.—6, 2. 1 


che whole Will of God. 


Wo Oo ILY 3 

the Operation of the Holy Spirit, to fulfill 
d. He dete mind 
therefore after the actual Commiſſion of 
ſuch fore ſeen Diſobedience, ſo far to leave 
all Men deſtitute of the Aſſiſtance of hie 
5 4 Spirit, as that all hould be inca pable 

_ of fulfilling his Will, and come bort of the 
* . Glory of God, Rom. 3. 23. to the End that 
they migbt at leaſt be induc'd to acknow- 
edge his Goodacls in the Forgiveneis of 
| their Sins, and be thankful unto him on 


| ng become inca- 
capable of fulfilling; the. * of God, it 0 


= =; . 
or COP "oi UP” Ge OO nn I 9” Rs 


to Fed er Righteouſneſs zor that a Gs 


cere Obedience, in | Conſequente of a true I 


fore Riphreouſneſs. 


mſtead of ab o- 


iute li ent Beings, and confequently with 
the Wiſdom" 179 divine Adminiſtration 

Wich Reſſ * ar neral Good of the 
Subjects, on to embrace the 


l wad That A FaR, none would 


embrace che true Faith, unleſs prope 
Means were ud for leading them there 


unto. He determin'd therefore to exer- 


eiſe his Government in fuch a Method, as 


might produce n the whole as man 80 
e — pothble, the me 1 


Gncere 
Allowances 


ithſtanding 2 foreſeeing that the uſi 


ſuch Means as would induce ſome to em- 


| brace the trac Faith, would prove an Oc- 


caſion of Infidelity to others, or at leaſt be 
A Means of confirming them therein, Nor 


is there any U teouſneſs in this Wa 
of proceed: Rk es $ 1t be durensem 


vie proper Means for bringing ſome to Sal- 


vation and eternal Lite, viz. ſuch as God 


foreſees will be wrought on, through the 
Guidance and Aﬀiſtance of the Holy Ghoft, 
kg to o apply hoſe Means, meerly be- 

5 aufe 


0d — bkewiſe, f | 
that all Men could not, at leaft in a Me- 
thod conſiſtent w with the Nature of free and 


being hd” (for free aud in 
Z ker, nt Beings muft be us d as ſuch) not- 


5 "« 108 14 
= cauſe i it-is foreſeen that others, thro? their 


own Folly and Perverſneſs, and in direct 


Oppoſition to the Guidance of God's holß 
Spirit, pill from, thence take. Oceaſion of 
incurrin greater. E )amnation ; eſpecially 
if it be 45 een, that even the Kip 


ſome will prove an Occaſion of bringing 
others to, or confirming chem in the true 


be greater than could have bern othet- 
wiſe. brought to the 1 of the 
Truth. 
"by doch be yet fþ d Fault ? For who hath 
refit ed bit ii Rom. 9. ig, For God 
Hath an abſol 


| Uſe. of for 


his Hands, and l 
wk it E cer- 


Nan Purpoſe be, i uks 
IS that all Þo zl 5 far better tliat 
= greater Number, ſhould be fav'd t than a 
leis. Beſides, as they who. ri ghtly a apply 
thoſe Means chat are us'd for 1 
to Salvation and eternal Life, might have 
8 'q — bad they been Ani, ſo 
to d „ Means, that are uſed for 
the e e as Gog foreſecs will 


rightly apply them, might haye been 


right! ly'd, bad they been ſincerely 
6 5 {og do, by thoſe alſo who per- 
 verſly abuſe chem to their own Deſtruftion. 
Thus Fink reps is the Lord in all his Ways, 
ad holy in all his * Pſa, 145. 17. 


lity ok 
5 Faith and chat the Number of ſuch will 
Vibe can. it be jully obje&td, | 


ute Pawer;over all his Crea- 
-tures, WhO #909, KA than the Work of 


uld be ſav'd, 
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CHAP. 


; 
t 


41g). 
CHAP, I. 


* 


the Rebar: of 2 che, 
N 


"HERE is Sec that: reads wo 
| New Teſtament but may obſerve, 


*S 7 ews who imagin'd that the End of 


Grandeur and Ha 


Fhat the Time ſhould come that who 


_ wnto them, becauſe wo knew not him, nor his 


Father ; John 16. 2, 3. and conſequently; 
becauſe they were not rightly acquainted 


with the true God and Governor of the 
World, and with the Methods of his Go- 


vernment. And this Declaration of our 


Saviour has been abundantly verify'd, 


Chriſtianity even from the Beginning vas 
the Obje& of the utmoſt Hatred both ol 


> fir and Gentiles, the former of whom 


being i Subyertess of Wh Lau 10 e 


1 *s 
-_— == on Mfr — — p 2 — 
— 5 — —. —— 
* 5 2 * 4 — a». * — 


that our Saviour, in — to 


. the Meffiah's Coming into the World was 
to make them Partakers of all the world y 
pineſs their Hearts 
ould deſire, conſtantly declares, that Per- 
ſecutions and Sufferings ſhonld in this Life 
be the Lot and Portion of his Diſciples ; 


ever 
 -kilÞd them ſhould think that he did God Ser- 
vice; and that they ſhould do theſe Things 


uted Chriftiansumier Pretence of theie. 


"RPG ; 
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dd "T7 latio 
being Acbeiſtel And 
then affix'd upon 9 for r other 


** 


bi 114 * 
under Trunce of ar their 
Infamy the Hea- 


Reaton; but bi ave: ; / 1. of of 
_ thoſe falie Gods, chat ere cgi © ject of 
; ths Leger. 9810 gxſdi bs one =_ = 


MY brett ol ths Lat of 
f | p maintain'd. that 


Can uence. of. ſuch 
wh 5 lect Obſer- 
af. the whole Moſes: And if 
nfader / even ole. Times in which 
iſlianity, or at leaſt a nominal and out- 


_ Profeſſion of it has been protected by 
4 the. Civil Powels, we (hal f d that the He- 
Toeticks, pr ſoch as pretenaey 
Chriſt Jeſus, but yer maintain'd ſuch Doc- 


to believe in 


trines as were inconſiſtent with a real Belief 
in him as the Son of God and Redeemer of 


; the World, have in every Aoe been Per- 


ſecutors of £ E 
true Faith. It would take up too much 


Room to enumerate. the ſeveral Cruelties 4 
of the Papiſts, who hy their Doctrines of 


have maniſeſtly rurn'd the Glory of God 


as were Profeſſors of the 


che propitiatory Sacrifice of the Maſs, of 


che Merit of Works, of oral Confeſſion to 


the Prieſt, of worſhipping Images, Inter- 
ceſſion of Saints, and Tranſubitantiation, 


into 


a0 


K 


bought ton 3 probing. x Rei ion, It it 
may a l that deck not in the leaft 
and to 
God, but W holly and ſolely: the Glory and 
Honour of thoſe — it. Nor has 
our Saviour's Prediction been fulhlbd only 
with Reſpect to the Sufferings of his Dil- 
eiples but alſo with Reſpect to the Pre- 
tert made Uſe of by their Perſecutors, 
wtho'have-alyays made the ſupporting the 


| Cauſe ot true Religion, the Pretence for 


exerciſing the moſt mercileſs 1 e 
TY ory thein. 1 


of Weicher onght our Giviogry ſuſering bis 


| Diſciples to fall into more than ordinary 
Troubles and Calamities, to be look d up- 
on as a Di 


ſoever it may be ſuppos'd in general to 


promote the Practice of Morality, can be 


no farther acceptable in the Sight of the 
true God and Governor of the World, nor 


conſequently contribute towards the Ad- 
vancement of our Happineſs in that State, 


chan it implies an actual Acknowledg- 
ment of his Righteouſneis, Power; Hof- 


Acknow] ment muſt pre- ſuppoſe a Be- 
lief in 24 God 3 of the 
M 8 at leaſt ſo far as in Mens particu- 


2 e 


1 'a Lie, . enderendcnied: the Lord hit | 


promote the Honour and Glory of 


aragment to his Goodneſs, 
For the Belicf-of a future State, how much 


5 Juſtice, Goodneſs or Truth; and ſuch 
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Jar Cirrumſtances, he is capable of 
known by them. 


In Conſideration of his Sufferings, to beſtow 


the Happinels of that State on all ſuch as 


{ It then, Chriſt be in 
Union with the Father and Holy Spirit 
the true God and Governor of the World, 
and God has promis d by his Mouth, and 


believe in him; _ then the Belief of a future 


to all ſuch at leaſt as 


have an, Opportunity of being acquainted 


with the Nature and Evid | 
' Chriſtian Religion, can be no farther ac. 
_ .Ceptable.in the Sight of God, than as it 


” 


” 


_ 


* 


ration of his Sufferin 


nplics a Faith in Cbriffs Power and Pro. 
miles, and à Belief of God's Declarations 
of his having purchas'd Remiſſion of the 


Sins of Mankind throu 


"+ . 


M gh the Death of his 
Son, and his having in Fact, in Conſide- 
2s, purpos'd to reward 


_ his. faithful Servants with Life eternal. 
And it may 'very reaſonably be thought, 
that Men will hereafter be rewarded in Pro- 
portion to the Meafure of this Faith, and 


PX 


of their Obedience in Conſequence of it. 


_ 
why luc: eh 
' Righteouſneſs ſake, may be thoug 


ce we. may percei ve that the Reaſon, 
Trot 


entitled ro a ſuperior Degree of Glory ard 
' Happineſs in Heaven, is not on Account 


of any ſuppos 
17 but becauſe ſuch Reſig 


is the 


d Merit in ſuffering patient- 
jon and Pa- 


utmoſt 
Ack- 


(J 


4 4 


gere Belief of his Goodneſs, and of His 
Truth. Since then the. Joyful and patient 


higheſt 


„ twas not without good Real 


22 the 


Auperior degree of Glory and Happineſs, 
5 not W roperly ſpeaking, n 


bh Account of their Su as on Account 


of that Faith, from u ne ſuch joy ful and 


patient Endurance 150 9 n 
PD e . | 6d 


11 1 


All che Troubles and Aﬀickibns %, 


that good Men u 


far real Bleſſings to them, as they ſerve to 
tir up and ſtrengthen their Fa in Chriſt 


3 


dent the bave a natural Te: 
the Pr ion of this 


long and uninterrupted 


towards 


Enjoyment of the 
k no farther than the preſent Life; but 


of all worldly 
„ nd of the ! 


- certain 


edgment of the Ace 1 he. 7 
true God and Governor of the World; and 
the higheſt Expreſſion of a firm and fins. 


Kodurance of Sufferings for Chriſt's ſake 8 
| degree of Faith, and 


4 that the ere Chriſtians thought ibi : 
ſuch Sufferers would be rewarded with 'a 


ndergo in this Life, are ſo 


Jeſus, and in his Promiſes. | And tis evi- 
good Effect. For a 


- Pleaſures and good Things of this World 
is pt to ſhorten our Views, and make us 


when through Adveility or Sickneſs we 
are made ſenſible of the "Vanity and Un» 
Goods and Enjoy- | 
gels of all our 
+; 2 Schemes ; 
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1 Happineſs: of the more immediate 


nn Thankfulneſs ; 3 then ſhall we be <a 


_ | the Goſpel: en Condition of Faith in his 


. * 56 3 . 
"Schemes far arfiving at a quiet and ſeeute 
State of Ha c og raging are 
= naturally ed to conſider — Aſſurance 
we can in —— wiſe have of a furure State, 
und to comfort ourſelves wich the 
atriving, after we are deli verd 0 

Troubles and Miſeries bf, this World, at a 
quiet and ſecure Enjoyment of Happineſb in 
that State. Aodicereainly;if:God. be con- 
idered by us not meerly as abſolutely God, 
but as an abſolutely good Governor, or as a 
Promoter in the higheſt Degree of the 


of his Kingdom; and our own Sinfulneſs, 
Vileneſs — Unworthineſe be dul) . 
ted upon, without which. e. be no 


ace all our . 
15 fort and Dipindancs: pon: f chat grea A- 
tonemem that Chriſt has made for us, and 
upon the gracious Promiſes and Declara. 
tions mad to us in Coniſequence thereof in 


Name; chis heing the only Foundation on 
which we can teaſonably build our Hopes 
bf: being. admitted; into che Number of 
the immediate Subjects of tho Kingdom 


fi We ſer then chat . . an 
; worldly Ha ef WE | 
: >» 


och intended to be obtain d hy the Chriſ. 
tian Revelation und that conſe uently no - 
ObjeQion can 


mie d againſt it from its 
not anfwering this End. This Conſidera- 
tion however may make us ceaſe to won» = 
det, "that foch, a5 are woſt ambitious of 
being efteem'd-as the moſt: zealous Promo- 
tets of the Peace and Happineſs of the pre- 
ſent Life, ſhould be no great Friends to the 
true Profeſſion of Chriſtianity, as being 
caſily led to imagine that other Schemes 
may be invented, by which ſuch Peace 
= aud Happineſs may be more highly ad- 
.vanced, and more effectually ſecur'd. This 
Fiky may be eafily-imagin'd, but whether 
it would anfwer in the Event, is perhaps a 
Queſtion not eaſy to be reſolvd. However 
© this be; a true Chriſtian can by no Means 
prefer the Praiſe of Men before that which 
cameth from God only; he can't but ſtudy 
to plraſe God more than Man; nor can he 
ſeek any farther to advance the Peace and 
Happineſs of the preſent Life, than is con- 
fiſtent with the Study of advancing both 
himſelf and others to that Happineſs, 
which is appointed for all faithful Servants 
of God in the World to come. And in- 
deed, when I conſider the Prophecies con- 
eerning the flouriſhing State of the Few!h 
Church and Nation, after their Converſion 
to the Chriſtian Faith; the more abundant 
onyerſion of the Gentiles that ſhall follow; 


Euidence of its Ty 
chink that the Time will come when both 
ſtſteſe Ends will with the utmoſt Amity be 
united. (1) And certainly, if the Caſe be 
ſtian may be al- 

ways ſaid ſo far to ſtudy even the Promo 


1 3 tad; 
de Cleatneg of the Goſpel 


fairly conſider'd, a-Chri 
tion of the Happineſs * the preſent Life, 


tho* different in Nature and Kind from 
meer worldiy. Happineſs, as he ſtudies to 


advance that Falk and Practice from 
v hence the moſt aſſur'd Hope and Ex 


tation may ariſe of obtaining Pardon all ; 
our Sins, and of receiving the Recompence 
ol that great Reward. And this muſt be 


always eſteem'd as the moſt valuable Peace 


of the Church of Chriſt, and ſeems to be 
that Peace which ee mary referr'd to 
Ts ritings.—But'to cop; 
. fider more particularly the 17 wer of the 


in the Prophetick 
1 h of a future State. 55 


11 In order to the Enjoyment of ho Hap- 
. t of a fature State, our Bodies by the 


X (1) See "Iſaiah 2. 5 3. Ee. 30. 21,26. 52. 7. 8, 22 
60 18, 19, Kc. 65. 18. Rom. 11. 15, But Note, the De- 


" ho ye” of the New Jeruſalem, Iaiah 54-11, 12. Rev. 21. 


\ does not relate to the temporal Riches of it, but only 


1247 that it Gall be as beanti 7054 in the Sight of Ged ib 
pre 


ious Stones wſually are in = 
the Sight of Men. + ſhe is ſaid to be prepar'd as a Bride 


Faith and t ue EY „ @s ſuc 
adm d for ber be, Rer. 21.2. 9 05 Rev. 21. 23, 
| 41 Wee 

FP ower 


Ligbt that 
thall then ſhine forth; and the illuſtrious 
th; I am induc:d to 


Power of God, and through the Opera- 
tion of the Holy Spirit, will be made 
glotious; be ſpiritualiz*d and render'd in- 
corruptible by being eloatbed upon with 
à Subſtance p wer Fit ee Dura» 
tion, For there is u natural Body, and 
toro is à fpiritud! Body; and as the firſt 
, n the 
Soul alfo ef the firſt Adam was united to a 
Body capable of Diſſolution; ſo (he /af 
Adam was made a quickning Spirit; 1 Cor. 
28. 44, 45. Chriſtthe ſecond Adam will thro- 
the Operation of the Holy Spirit, by 
whom che Breath of Life was breath'd into 
Man's Noftrils at che Beginning, raiſe and . 
re- ani mate our corruptible Bodies, and ren- 
der them incorruptible and incapable of all 
Diſſolution and Decay, to which therefore 
our Souls will continue to be united to all 
Eternity. That the Seripture - Doctrine 
ſuppoſes, that the Reſurrection of the Juſt 
ſhall be effected by the Holy Spirit of God, 
is plain from the following Words of the 
Apoſtle ; but #f the Spirit of him that raid 
up Jeſus from the Dead, dwell in you; he 
#hat rais'd up Chrift from the Dead, ſhall 
alſo quicken your mortal Bodies, by bis Spi- 
711 585 dwelleth in you. Rom. 8. 11. And 
as the Union between Soul and B dy will 
in a future State be inſeparable and conſe- 
juently eternal; ſo our Bodies by being 
Pieirullzz W, and advanc'd to their utmott 
E . e 


— Wi 


Heig he of. Glc ory 3 Ferfettion, will be- 

9 5 hare Af proper Habitation, and be 

entirely ſuited to Te all the, Purpoſes 
of an. eterhal, immaterial, and ag the Caſe 

0 then he, an 2 Soul; 


ing to: it in all its Operations. Thus as 
2 natural E Bodies are fuited to a ſhort and 
animal Life, ſo our glorifyd Bodies will be 
+t6 an eternal — heavenly One; and 


keel and incorruptible Bodics will 
-CXCCE ah iber 0 the RA 


5 © our wd b f Bode, 8 the 


Operation of the dein Spirit, will be fitted 
fof all che Purpoſes of an ever- active, in- 
- telligent-and eternal Soul x ſo it mult of 
Conſequence be preſum'd, that our intel- 


lectual Faculties 71 be exceedingly en- 
luarg'd thereby. When our Hope {ball be 
; e 55 joyment, then ſhall Faith 
alſo be OY into Knowledge. The 
Ways of God, with Regard tothe ordinary 

. Adrminiftration of the Affairs of the World, 
are now, in many Caſes, paſt finding out ; 
much leſs can we ſo far comprehend: the 
whole Scheme af the diyine Government, 

1 l og n 5 2 


und inftead of preſſing weighing down 
Qt, the Soul, will. render i 3 quiak and 
Migete, and be infinitely helpful. and-aflit- 


Hur mortal Bodies are in ſome. Meaſure 
Al Impediment to our a pineſs, fo our 


(3) 


? * . \ I . mn F * 
1 * 4 an 1 
* 


tirely ſenſible of his Wiſdom and Goodnelk 
in fork Eividg the Sins of Mankind throug 
Faith in the Son of God, and of t 
Kightebuſneſs of the Sehterice paſſed u 594 
the Wieked and Unbelieving; and ſhall ſee 


x 
clearly why it hath pleas' him, meerly 


through his own gracious Goodacſs, and 
not on Account of our Righteouſneſs to 
make us Partakers of everlaſting Life. 
Now we ſee through a Glaſs darkly, but 
then Face to Face 12 we know in Part, 
then ſhall we know even as 820 we are 
_— 1 obo 12. OM 


Wy bur Bodies will he 1070 14 7M | 
the Operation ol the oly | 


arts, throug 
Spirit of Ge 


- ſo allo, through the Ope- 


ration of the fame Spirit, will dur Souls be 


purify'd from all Sin, and feſtot'd to a Ca- 
pc ? of fulfilling the whole Will of God. 

or mall we be reftor'd only to a Ca = 80 
of fulfilling the whole Will of God, but 
ſhall be pette&lz diſpos d in Heart, Will and 
Affection, to ſubmit in all Things to the 
divine Wiſdom and Will. For as we ſhall 


then bein a great Meaſure able to ſte thro” | 


the Schere a 7 Government, ſo 


e able to underſtand kt; hs 
: Wiſdom and Goodneſs of God in the Re. 
demption of Mankind by the Dearh of his 
Son. But in a future Sc e, we ſhall fully 
underſtand the Ways of God; ſhall be en- 
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an, Raye 4 Clear View of 
the Wiſdam and Goodnefs of God in the 
Adminiſtration of it; ſo we ſhall be fully 
__  fatisfy'd with, and chearfully acquieſce in 
6 all the Methods of his Government; and 
Wy: for this Reaſon. among others, beciule we 
Fall then be, as to che Temper and Diſpo- 
ſition of our Minds, entirely like unto 
God. And this is no more 8 is neceſ- 
tary F on of ou 
For it is impoſſib 17 we ſhould fully 
acquieſce in, and be entirely happy under 
the wiſeſt Government, unlels we can 
_ confide in the Wiſdom of, and are as to 
the Tetmper and Diſpoſition of our Minds 
like to our ſupreme Governor. And 
this Temper and Diſpoſition of Mind 
muſt of ho Ma be ſuch, as is not 
only conſiſtent with, but will be in Part 
a 58 of true and fol Happineſs. 
7 


etion of our Happineſs, 


Pro 


Such Temper and Diſpoſition of Mind is 
very 1 reſsd by the Word Love 
or Charity. And he that is perfect in Love, 

is like unto God; for God is Love. 1 John 
4. 8. Whereſoever there is perfect Love or 

Charity, if the Effect be not prevented, by 

ſome external Circumſtances, there will be 
Peace and Abundance of Joy. It may be 
obſerv'd then particularly, that to the End 
aur Love or Charity may have its full 
Effect, or its due and proper Influence to- 
wards the Advancement of our ee 
ii is moreover neceflary that all ſuel 1 are 


Members of the ſame Kingdom with our- 
 felyes, ſhould be of the ſame Temper and 
. Dilpogfition with ourſelves... For were 
we oblig'd continually to converſe. vith 


\ ſuch as are of a Temper quite different from, 5 


* . 


* 
. 


and quite oppoſite to our own, ſome Un- 
5 2 would of Neceſſity ariſe theref rom, 
and the Completion of our Happineſs 
would thereby be prevented. In à mixt Li 
Society there could be no compleat Happi- = 
nels. And ſhould we on the other Side retain = 
any thing of Envy or Malice in our WM unn 
Minds, ſuch Temper would be entirely in- 
_ conſiſtent. with the Completion of our Hap- 
pineſs. For there cannot poſſibly be any 
perfect Happineſs, unleſs where there is 
perfect Love. Me ſee then, that in Order 
to the Enj ee of compleat Happineſs 
under the Goyernment of God, all the 
Subjects of his Kingdom muſt be of the 
ſame Temper. and Diſpoſition with one 
another, and alſo of the ſame Temper and 
_ Diſpoſition with their ſupreme Governor; 
and that Love or Charity is that Temper 
ar Diſpoſition in which all muſt agree, and 
_ thropgh which all muſt be united. We 
may here take a Short and imperfect 
View of the Happineſs of the World to 


9 In a future State then, both our Souls 
and Bodies will be adyanc'd to the utmoſt Ih 
height of Perfection; our Bodies will be 4 


* with oe ING and EY | 
tality, und the divine Energy 20 will be ever 
acting upon our Souls. 


filled wich the Holy Spirit of God, and 


Ki 


through him be pure Me ay as God is pure, 
holy. 45 God is holy, and perfect even as 
our Father Which is in Heaven is perfect. 
Then ſhall we be abundantly fatisfy'd and 
contented with our on State, Condition 
and Perfections, and be in a Society wherein 
all ſball take a Delight and Complacency 
in the Joy and Pleaſure of each other; 
wherein all ſhall ſtudly to promote, and be 
Partakers of each other's Hi e me 
| belides all * we an — ully ſatisfyd 
ith, erfe uieſee in all the 
N of overnment; and Fn, 
entirely 4 in * Wildon, Power 
and Goodneſs of our ſupreme Governor. 
And I doubt not but the Production of 
ſuch Satisfaction, Arquieſtetce and Aﬀi- 
ance, in the Minds of all the Subjects of the 
om of God, was one, if not the 
principal Reaſon of God's creating Man, 
tho' he foreknew that he would fall into 
Sin, and his determining to redeem him 


through the Death of his Son; and con- 


ently, why it hath pleasd him, meerly 

N e Ges gracious Goodneſs and 
not on Account of our Ri hteouſneſs, to 
receive us into his heavenly Kingdom. For 
if God be e to "yy" en abſolutely ' 
wie 


Then-ſhall we be 


ags/ Hot: We feria and 
rhe and comp 


conceive, how, without ſuch Acquieſcence, 
che perfect and compleat Happineſs of all 
dhe Subjects ſbonld 

perpetuated. Thus will our So 


s be for ever 


we ſhall always bath rejoyce in, and be 


| Fg and Governor, our. Creator, 
NN 


Joy, and at God's Right Hand there will be 
Hleaſures for evermore. Plaimes 16. 11. 
Thus ſhall-we. ſee:Gad: a5 be is; and-fhall be 


— Him, 1 John 3, 2. And what can be 
er than ſuch a Society, wherein every 
Indus ſhall be entirely latisfy'd- wi 
his own Sta 


percent and Perfections; 


herein all ſpall rejoyce in their King = 0 
pany as the viſible 2 of ali their 
pineſs, and-whoſe Power, Wit: 


WM neſs will be never-failing 
Pledges: of the everlaſting Continuance 


e == : 
either produc'd or 
ile with Gratitude, Love and Joy; and 
ever chaunting forth the Praiſes of our 
yer and Redeemer. Thus in the 


ih. 


them; and wherein all ſhall be united in 
1 Heart, Willand Aﬀection,in Loveand Cha- 
10 our, own perſonal Pleaſures would be 


. 
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„„ | ou 
a maniteft and viſible Limitation of out 
own Happineſs ; but when/weconſider our- 
ſelves as entirely taking Delight, rejoycing 
in, and enjoy ing if I may ſo ſpeak, the Fe- 
licity of all ou Fellow: Subjects, and even 
of God himſelf; when we thus conceive 
every One's: Happineſs to make an Addi- 
tion to our o, the Extent of our Happi- 
neſs ſeems to be boundleſs, and tu falllittle 


| thort of Infinit . - Moſt juftl, then, with 


Reference | to:the Share that Charity will 
bave in conſtituting the Happineſs of the 
next Life, it may. be ſaid, "now abiderh 
Faith, Hope, Charity, theſe three; but the 
greatef of theſe is Charity. 1 Corinchian 


It may be farther obſerv'd; that, as in 
à future State, all that are admitted into 
the Fellowſhip. of Chrift's Kingdom in 
Heaven, ſhall fully confide in the Power, 
Wiſdom and Goodneſs of their ſupreme 
Governor, as being abundantly Partakers 
of the ha oy | Effects of them, and duly 
ſenſible of their boundleſs Extent; and as 
their Hearts ſhall be fill'd with the Love of 
God, as being in Temper alſo and Diſpo- 
ſition like him; and as albtherefore will be 
rightly diſposd to ſubmit in all Things 
to the Willof God ; ſo they ſhall actually 
fulfill his Will, obey all his Laws, and 
even take a peculiar Delight in paying 
; e | a 


= . 


„ 


unto. And indeed, if God be ſuppog'd to 
be an abſolutely wiſe and good Gover- 
nor, and the immediate Subjects of his 
Kingdom of finite Capacities, it is impol- 
fible to conceive how the compleat and 


pee Happineſs of ſuch Subjects can be 


cur'd and perpetuated without an entire 


and perpetual Submiſſion to his Will. [ 
may add, that by Means of ſuch Submit- 
fion, the Happinets of the Subject, how- 


ever perfect and compleat it may be ſup= 
pos d to be, may admit of a perpetual In- 
creaſe. And if we love God, if we rejoyce 


in him as our King and Governor, entirely 


acquieſce in all the Methods of his Gos 
vernment, and fully confide in his Power, 
Wiſdom and Goodne's; a perſect and 
chearful Obedience to his Wi. muſt be 


the natural Conſequence of it. Hence ic 


may not improperly be Jaid, that the 


Bleſſed in Heaven cannot ſin, becauſe they 


Hye in the Preſence, and behold the Face 


af God. 


Perſons may have as great Aſſurance of 


tuture Happineſs as Chriſtians, provided 


they will but repent of and forſake their 


Nis, and for the future live morally good 
Ei ves. For to believe in and worſhip the 
true God and Governor of the World, 
N 7 4 ME" mult 
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true Religion; not can any Thing be more 


aahbfurd, than to term thoſe true Penitents, 


who. continue. to be habitually, and by a- 
vow'd Principle impious, atheiſtical and 
profane ; and openly profeſs that it is ot no 
. with Reſpect to a Man's future 
Happineſs, and final Acceptance with God, 
(in Caſe of the Performance of morally 
god Works) whether he be a Worſhipper 
of a wanton, adulterous and inceſtuous 
Iuaupfter, or of the true Fehovaha holy and 


1 


On whom ſhould the ſupreme Governor 
ol the World beſtow. his choiceſt Bleſſings, 
but upon his Servants and Worſhippers? 
It is highly abſurd to imagine, that thoſe 
Perſons thould be fo. far the Objects of his 
Love and Favour, as to be made Subject: 
ol his heavenly Kingdom, who refuſe to 
acknowledge him to be their God, ut- 
terly rejeck his Authority, and declare 
1 plainly that they will not have him to be 
Ruler over them. No one can be a grea- 
ter Rebel to the Supreme Governor of the 
| World, than he, who ſo far as be is able, 
ſets up another in his Stead, and gives his 
Dominion, his Power and Authority to 
another beſides him: and certainly, God 
may juſtly reje& them from being his Sub- 
jects, who ha ve rejected him from being 
7 Be Fee their 


* * 
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_ Goth, Should we 10 2 10 fore hive 
i aQually done, that MW is Good, not Gut 
ef Choice, 'but through Neceſſity bt Na- 
ture, this would be evidently ſappoling 


that God has no other Goodneſs in Kind, 9 


than tuch as may belon; eren to an inani- 


mite Being; and that, if Free-Will be any 


Perfection, ſome of his Creatures are in 
ſome Reſpect more perfect, and actually 
Have more Goodneſs properly ſocall'd than 
_timielf; and ſhould we impute any real 
Unrighteouſspeſs or Wiekedneſs to God, or 
deny that he js a Searcher of the Hearts of 
| Mens this likewiſe would be Plain aſſert⸗ 
that he is utterly diſqualify'd to be 
Judge and Gorennor of the World. But 
f Hog the Efiguiry be, who in Fa is the 
true God and Governor of the World ? this 
dought to be conſidered as à Matter of Fact. 
and not as 4 Matter ' of meet Speculation, 
And what God has ſo plainly declar'd his 
Power and Authority, with Reſpect tothe 
_ Government of the World, as he whom 
Chriſtiats worſhip and obey * Who, be- 
— him, baths beth bete and brought 
to piſs fach wonderful Things, as have 
| ac both foretold and brought to pafs by 
him? W ho has promis'd ſuch Things and 
perform'd them? How can any Promiles 
not yer perform'd be in ſuch Manner made, 
as that we might more ſecurely confide in 
* And of — Faith and Worſhip 
| -4 ks 


has ſo clear and manifeſt an Acceptance and 


K. 


1 Approbation been ſbewn from Heaven as 
of the Chriſtian ? Were there indeed any 


real Merit in morally good Works as ſuch, 
any other Perſon, upon Condition of the 
Performance of ſuch Works, might be ſav 
as well as a true Believer in Chriſt Jeſus. 
But were this the Caſe, even a profeſt A- 
theiſt muſt be allow d to be of the Number 
of thoſe that may he fav'd. For the Pro- 
feſſion of Atheiſm does by no Means take 


away a Man's Free-Will, An Atheiſt may 


indeed think himfelt under a far leſs Obli- 
gation, than other Men may be ſuppos'd 
to do, of performing morally good Works, 
and have a leſs Inducement than others 
thereunto; but 1 know not whether his 
good Works, might not on this very Ac- 
this Account the more diſintereſted. 


* 


count be the more meritorious, as being on 


But ſhould any maintain, that Virtue is 
all their own, and Ha ; Twas muſt be the 
neceſſary Effect of their Virtue ; ſuch Per- 
ſons ought at leaſt to prave that they can 
make 'themſelves abſoluteſy virtuous, it 
being evident both from Reaſon and Ex- 
perience, that without compleat Virtue | 


there can be no compleat Happineſs. And 


tho Virtue may, and indeed muſt be al- 
Jow'd to be one, yet it is far from being the 
only Ingredient neceſſary to the Comple- 


JF 
tion of our Happineſs. Such Pretenſions 
of attaining © belvte Happineſs inde- 
pendently of God, ſeem to favour not a 
| File of Atheiſm ; it being ſcarce probable, 
that a Perſon ſhould in any wiſe acknow- 


ledge bim as the jupreme Governor, an | 
whom he ſuppoſes himſelf to be entirely 
independent with Reſpect to his chief and 
ultimate Happineſs. How far more ex- 
ceedingly 1.7 e v is it to believe, as be- 
ing far more. agreeable to the State and 
Condition of ſinful Man; the Nature of ab. 
ſolutely ſupreme, wiſe and good Govern- 
ment; and the neceſſary Relation between 
Creature and Creator; eſpecially if theſe 
Things be conſider'd together with the E- 
vidence of the Caſe being ſo in Fact; that 
eternal Life is the Gitt of God through 
Chriſt Jeſus, through Faith in whom alone 
all our Works of Righteouſneſs are to the 
Praiſe and Glory of God the Father? Ler 
not therefore the wiſe Man glory inbis Wiſe 
dom, neither let the mighty Man glory in his 
Might, neither let the rich Man glory inhis 
Riches ;- Jer. 9. 23. but let bim that glorieth 


+ 


glory in the Lord. 1 Cor. t. 3. | 
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Concerning the Chriſtian Faith. 


| Car. II. Of the Nature End and Deſign 

of Miracles, and Prophecies, and of the 
Evidence ariſing from thence of the 
Truth of reveaPd Religion 


* . * 
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enge, III. Concerning the Doctrine of 
Election and Reprobation. 5 
n the Reward of a 
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